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Killing two birds with one bonmb in Bal

Um Khattab

00D day, mate! How ya doin? Like nost Malaysians | |ove travelling. Heard
of WAgga WAgga, Wangaratta? That's about where | am - down under and safe,
very much so, despite terror attacks in the region

Yes, in one of the nost peaceful parts of the Western world, in the
Sout hern Hemi sphere that, since Wrld War 11, has never experienced
bl oodshed nor massive devastation to civilian lives, other than natura
di sasters |ike bush fires, droughts and fl ood.

Many see Australians as |aid-back, easy-going mates who | ove the outback
and backpack regularly to Bali and Langkaw .

Their enthusiasmto understand | ndonesia, their closest backyard
nei ghbour can be seen in their interest to study the Ml ay | anguage (known
as | ndonesi an here) incorporated formally, as the |learning of |anguage
other than English (Lote) in the curriculum of several schools.

Australia's cultural interest in its neighbour and region as a whole,
seens however, outshadowed by its foreign policy, that since Cct 12, may
t ake new shape due to severe beating - as denonstrated in letters-to-
editor columms as well| as tal kback radio.

Peace marches in the streets of Mel bourne prior to Oct 12, renouncing
Howard's tune to Bush's war-drum beats, seemto have fallen on deaf ears.

Living and breathing in other cultures nmakes us di scover ourselves and
rem nds us how special it is to be Malaysians. As we travel, we are
enriched by cultural diversity and this cultural wealth deepens our
under st andi ng and strengthens our appreciation of humanity.

Qur attenpts to see others in their shoes, and to experience joy and
pai n through travel and cross-cultural ties, seemshort-lived due to
terror activities.

Soon, | eaving honme may becone a traumatic thought for many. Conpassion
however, will prevail as we |ose hope in regional politics and |ose faith
in international rhetoric.

More so, as we see peace-loving, fun-seeking holiday-goers
i ndriscrimnately nurdered and mai med by evil neans.

VWhy isn't Megawati Sukarnoputri doing enough to conbat Islamic extrem sm
- as her father had - in w ping out the |likes of Jemaah Islamah (JI) as
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has with extrem sts such as the Kunpul an
Mlitan Ml aysia (KMV ?

The Australian media, in many unsung ways, are full of praises for
Mal aysi a.

An attack on a revenue-churning and tourist magnetic spot in a H ndu
island in the world' s nost populous Islamc nation, and in a region
acclainmed for Islamc wealth, is clearly the destruction of two birds with
one bonmb - Western hegenpony and Eastern |iberal and noderate ways.

As Bali no | onger becomes the favourite holiday spot for Australians,
there is every possibility Langkawi too will wane as fear |oons over
terror in Southeast Asia.

WIIl this region, become the next Mddle East? Is this a new era of a
new form of Arab recol onisation of Southeast Asia?

Yes, Southeast Asia is now being painted as a region of great fear and
threat to world peace at large. Terrorism as we see it dangerously closer
to home now, has becone a gl obal phenomenon the world nmust reckon with.

It is no |longer an issue of you scratch nmy back and | yours or an eye
for an eye or birds of a feather flock together



It calls for a stain-free, objective stance geared toward a single goa
for human-kind - peace. This is inmportant if we wish to avoid the
Pal estine-1srael conflict escalating and diversifying into a global war.

It al so neans Australia nust recognise that it is at one and the sane
time a Western nation and an Eastern friend, a Western culture with a
pot pourri of Eastern people and val ues.

If it is true that charity nmust begin at home, Australia nust work
harder at creating and strengthening its own identity as a strong
i ndependent nation in Southeast Asia and no | onger seen as a nere shadow
or puppet of the US

Mal aysia, |ike Indonesia, profits fromtourismand nmuch is invested in
devel oping this industry, which brings in foreign currency, builds
cultural solidarity and provides a livelihood for many.

Li ke the scores of Australians who died and hundreds injured with many
nore m ssing, many hundreds of poor Balinese too have wi thered w t hout
much menti on.

For those Balinese still alive and those Indonesian cities dependent on
the tourismdollar, it seens |ike the end of the road.

The pat hways to cross-cultural enrichnent through tourismand the
airways to the warm hearts of Sout heast Asia - a paradise for nmuch of the
Western world _ seemtoday carnaged and damaged by fear of terror

Unl ess I ndonesi a wakes up to act quickly against all forns of extrem sm
putting aside selfish domestic politics, and Australia stands up in the
i nterest of regional peace, global efforts to conbat terrorismmay fail as
the network and the cells creep closer to our doorsteps.

* The witer is associate professor in the School of Media and
Conmuni cati on Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,

Uni versiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a.
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