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KLI A architect eyes Eco-Media Gty next

Koh Lay Chin

SERDANG, Sat. - Architect extraordinaire Dr Kisho Kurokawa, who desi gned

t he Kual a Lunmpur International Airport, is eager to begin work on the Eco-
Media City project that is slated to be located in the Miulti nedi a Super
Corridor.

The Japanese architect, who received a Honorary Doctorate in
Architecture fromUniversiti Putra Ml aysia today, said he had been
devel oping the idea for the project for 14 years and hoped it woul d
materi al i se soon.

"W have had many neetings with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir,

t he Cabi net and the Science, Technol ogy and Environment Mnistry.

"Not hi ng has been decided officially, but we hope the project will be
near Cyberjaya," he said today.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after receiving his Honorary Degree at
UPM s 26t h Convocation cerenony, the 68-year-old was upbeat about the
project, saying the city would be a fusion of nature and hi gh-technol ogy.

"The “Eco' represents biotechnology and “~Media' represents |nformation
Technol ogy. The Gty is a conbination of Biovalley and Cyberjaya.

"Dr Mahathir has been very positive (about the project). W still need
to do many things before the project can be finalised. Hopefully, this
will take one year," he said.

This included a feasibility study, preparing adequate resources and
educating and training staff, he added.

"The government nust secure the property first, allocate the budget and
det erm ne how many foreign conpanies will be located in the city.
Therefore a strategy is needed,"” he said.

He said the project would not just be a Ml aysian but an internationa
project, which was why he had recently organised a neeting for the "Japan
Supporting Committee for Biovalley Mlaysia" in Tokyo, Japan

The conmittee conprised professors, researchers, chief executive
of ficers of pharmaceutical conpanies and bi o-technol ogy academi cs.

"Ml aysi a must take advantage of the species and genone your rainforests
of fer. The potential for these hidden resources could be bigger than oi
resources.”

He said the thene for the City would be simlar to the KLIA which would
be based on his "Phil osophy of Synbiosis".

Bi o-el ectronics, he said, would be used to conbine agricul tural
practices with high-technology Iike the Internet and mni-sensors.

"In this way, we can practise high-density agriculture and be able to
determ ne the best soil and best conditions for planting,"” he said.

He said UPM was the best university for agriculture studies, as it had a
rich history of research that could be put to good use.

The renowned architect is the president of the Japan Society of Landscape
Desi gn and a seni or adviser for the 2005 Aichi International Expo.

He is al so the adviser of the Minicipal CGovernnent of Jiaozuo in China
and received the International CITIES Award for Excellence fromthe
Foundati on Metropoli in Spain.

Asked whet her he was satisfied with the KLIA he beaned and said: "I was
at a recent neeting of 10,000 architects at the Union of Internationa
Architects and it was said that KLIA was the best airport in the world."
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