11/ 03/ 2002

Keng Yai k expects tough fight in Ketari by-el ection

BENTONG, Sun. - Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k today
reiterated Ketari will be a hard seat to contest and called upon all

Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties' nenbers to give all they can to ensure
a victory.

Speaking to reporters after neeting the Bentong division conmttee
menbers here, he said the small majority nanaged by Gerakan agai nst DAP in
the 1999 general election should serve as a remi nder not to take victory
for granted.

He said the |lack of co-ordinattion between conmponent parties coupl ed
wi th unresol ved | ocal issues could be anbng the causes why the majority
dropped in 1999 conpared with the 1995 general el ection.

"W will use the same fornula of co-operation used by all BN conponent
parties to clinch victory in the recent |ndera Kayangan by-election," he
sai d.

He said no new names were proposed and the candi dacy was still between
the four nanes suggested by the State Gerakan.

They are Ketari Gerakan branch chairman and a | awyer Yum Ah Ha, 51,
Perting branch deputy chairman Dr Ng Kok Chai, 42 who is a dentist, Bandar
Karak branch chairman Leong Yen Kong, 60, who is a Conmm ssioner of Qaths
and Sungai Dua branch chai rman Leong Ah Khuan, 46, a | oggi ng operator.

Yum however, is said to hold the edge over the rest based on his
Kwangsi background as well his rapport with the |ocals.

Dr Limsaid the final decision remained with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, whom he was expected to nmeet on Tuesday eveni ng.

Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob, whom Gerakan has sel ected
to head the BN canpaign for the Ketari seat, is expected to announce the
candi dat e here on Wednesday.

He said he would al so neet Adnan tonorrow to discuss and find sol utions
to any outstanding issues with regards the voters in Ketari.

"Whi |l e Adnan has done his best to resolve nost issues highlighted by the
peopl e here, we do not want to | eave anything outstanding,” he said.

Dr Lim who is Primary Industries Mnister, said he had al so got the
greenlight fromDr Mahathir to cancel his overseas trip to Russia with the
Prinme M nister next week.

He has al so rescheduled a Mnistry palmoil mssion to Syria, Egypt and
Mor r oco.

The Gerakan president also cautioned voters against DAP' s tactics in
trying to fish for synpathy votes.

"We are confident the DAP will try to play on the synpathy of the voters
by telling themthat they (DAP) have lost this seat three tines in a row
and that they too deserve a fair chance to prove to the voters what they
are capable of," he said.
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