20 SEP 2002
BUDCET- TRANSPORTATI ON
KLI A MANAGEMENT MUST BE MORE AGGRESSI VE, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernana) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
t hat t he managenment of Kual a Lunmpur I nternational Airport (KLIA) nust be
nore aggressive intheir efforts to attract nore airlines to use KLIA as
their regional hub.

"W plan to nmake KLI A a hub for air transport services. Towards this
end, we have developed all facilities,” the Prime M nister said when
tabling the 2003 Budget at Dewan Rakyat here today.

He said that the governnment also intended to attract other air
transport conpanies to |l ocate their operations in Ml aysi a.

At the nonent, international courier company DHL, has | ocated its
gl obal operational centre in Cyberjaya.

Dr Mahathir said the rail transport should al so be expanded with the
conpl eti on of doubl e tracking in the Peninsul ar.

The rail transport will be nore efficient conpared with road transport
whi ch i ncreasingly i s becom ng nore congested, he said.

"The rail transport has the potential to generate new and profitable
busi nesses. Express rail services can contribute towards t he devel opnent of
the transport industry and |ink us wi th nei ghbouring countries."

"Mal aysi a continues to experience deficit in the services account.
However, in recent years we have been able to reduce slightly the deficit,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said it could be further reduced if services that were in
demand were provided.

He said that the country had been successful in accelerating the growth
of its port services through nore aggressive pronotionto attract foreign
vessel s.

"Ten years ago, all ports in Ml aysia handled only one nmillion
contai ners. Today, Port Kl ang al one handl es four mllion containers while
t he Port of Tanj ung Pel epas handled two nmillion containersinits second
year of operation.”

Wth greater concerted efforts, our port services can be further
devel oped, he added. -- BERNAMVA
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