25 JAN 2002

KHI R SEES H S APPO NTMENT AS AN EFFORT TO STRENGTHEN SELANGOR UMNO

SHAH ALAM Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Selangor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr
Mohamad Khir Toyo regards his appoi ntnent as state Umo |iaison chief as a
responsibility to strengthen the party to face the next general el ection.

Thanki ng Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for the appoi ntnent, he said he
viewed it as an effort by the prine minister to further strengthen the
party in Sel angor.

He was speaking to reporters after |aunching the Sel angor Agricul tural
Devel opnent Year Decl aration and a sem nar on the agro-based devel opnent
i ndustry, here.

Yest erdau, Dr Mahat hir announced t he appoi ntment of Dr Mohamad Khir as
t he Sel angor Umo |i ai son chai rman, replacing Tan Sri Muhammad Miharmad
Tai b, who i s stepping down voluntarily and who has been appoi nt ed deputy
chai r man.

Dr Mohamad Khir said it nmade no difference who held the post of
chai rman or deputy chairman of the Sel angor Umo |iaison conmittee because
for him what was i nportant was the joint task to further devel op Umo.

He sai d the Sel angor Umo was now drawi ng up nore systenmatic steps to
achi eve the goal of zero seat for the opposition in the next general
el ection and for this, Umo nust go on the of fensive rather than the
def ensi ve.
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