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Abdul | ah- Cheney
KL- WASHI NGTON AGREE TO ENHANCE COCPERATI ON | N WAR AGAI NST TERRORI SM

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 18 (Bernana) -- Mal aysia and the United States have
agreed that both countries should forge ahead in their bilateral
cooperation in the war against terrorism

This was agreed to in the nmeeti ng between US Vi ce President Di ck Cheney
and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi i n Washi ngt on
Tuesday.

In a tel ephone intervieww th Bernama from Washi ngton, Abdul | ah said
that they shoul d not only continue but enhance such cooperati on.

"W both agree that cooperation in the war against terrorismis
excel | ent and shoul d be conti nued and enhanced, " sai d Abdul | ah when asked
to elaborate on his nmeeting with Cheney.

Besi des Cheney, Abdullah al so hel d di scussions with senior US
Congressnen and menbers of the Bush Cabi net.

Abdul | ah' s two-day working visit to Washington was a followup to the
visit by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad to the US in My,
this year.

Abdul | ah sai d that he i nformed Cheney that Ml aysi a hoped t hat
Washi ngt on woul d not perceive or viewlslamand Muslins as being linkedto
terrorism

"I informed him(Cheney) that |slampronotes | ove for peace and
progress," he said.

He said that Mal aysia was striving to uphold the i nage of Islam
foll owi ng the m sconception of various parties especially after the Sept 11
att acks.

Abdul I ah al so i ndicated to the US| eader Ml aysia's support for
Presi dent George W Bush's statenent in the United Nations | ast week on t he
role to be played by the UNin the Iraq issue.

"Ml aysi a supports President Bush in bringing up the matter to the UN
i nstead of proceeding withits unilateral action,” the Deputy Prine
M ni ster said.

Earlier, Bush and US ally Britain were reported to have pl anned attacks
on lraq as Baghdad is alleged to be in possession of weapons of mass
destruction and Iraq has al so refused to al |l ow UN weapons i nspectors to
enter the country to investigate such all egations.

Last Monday, |Iraq announced that it will permt the unconditional
return of UN weapons inspectors to search for such weapons of mass
destructi on.

Abdul | ah sai d that the announcenent by Irag showed that multilateral
di pl omacy exerci sed by menber countries of the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C) and the Non-Ali gned Moverrent (NAM) on |Irag had succeeded.

"This is excellent multilateral diplonmacy and shoul d be appreci ated and
recogni sed. W hope that the United States will continue to act on the Iraq
issue within the scope the UN," he said.

Abdul l ah said that it was the duty of the UNto ensure that Iraq
provi des assi stance to t he weapons i nspectors to be di spatched by the world
body.

"l hope that fromthis devel opnent and the actions of NAMand O C
i ncluding the Arab countries, the United States will regard this as the
wi sh of the international comrunity for Irag to cooperate towards the
resolution of the Iraq i ssue beginning with the acceptance of the (UN)

i nvestigators," he said.



On his visit to Washington and his neeting with several senior nmenbers
of the Bush admini stration, Abdullah said that it had been successful.

"I can tell that they are showi ng that bilateral relations between
Anerica and Mal aysia at this time are getting better especially foll ow ng
the visit of our Prime M nister and his neeting with Bush (i n Washi ngton
| ast May)," said Abdul |l ah.
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