01/ 10/ 2002

Dr M It does not matter if Nik Aziz says he is sorry

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said today it did not
matter if Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat apol ogi sed for suggesting he could
not recite the Quran.

Al t hough the Kel antan Menteri Besar had yet to tender a formal apol ogy,
Dr Mahathir said he did not mnd.

"It doesn't matter. 1've developed a thick skin. It's all right. It's
part of politics to be run down,"” the Prine Mnister said with a | augh,
referring to the Pas spiritual |eader's comment at a ceramah near Bachok,
Kel ant an, on Sept 21.

Ni k Aziz later said his remark was a slip of the tongue and he was
willing to make a public apol ogy.

Dr Mahathir said he finished |learning to read the whole of the Quran
when he was 12 after being taught by his nmother and a religious teacher.

"I have nmenorised nost of the verses in the Muggadam (verses comonly
used in prayer). O herwi se, how do | pray?" he told the New Straits Tines
in his office in Parlianent House today.

Dr Mahathir said he studied the Quran in English and Bahasa Ml aysi a and
this allowed himto understand the holy text better.

"I know the neaning of the Quran which is nore inportant than nere
recital. People can recite it but | take the trouble to go over the Quran
again in English and Mal ay, which is the reason why | can pick whi chever
verse is relevant."”

On Pas' clains that anyone who did not know Arabic was not a good
Muslim Dr Mahathir said knowi ng the | anguage did not nean one under st ood
the faith.

"There are peopl e who speak Arabic who kill each other, who kill other
Muslims. They can spit out verses as if they are the greatest scholars in
the world, but what do they do in practice?

"They fight each other. They regard other Miuslins as kafir (infidels).
They run down ot her Muislimns.

"Can they claimthat all Arabic-speaking people are good Mislins? Even
the Arabs are | ooking at Mal aysia, at how we run our country as a nodel of
an Islamc state."

Asked how he felt about such personal attacks, Dr Mahathir said with a
[ augh: "It hurts sonetines.”
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