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Kadir m ssing the point by accepting token apol ogy from  Tine'

Shansul Akmar
CULTURE, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir should
be congratul ated for com ng out "victorious" on two occasions this week.

First was his success to get the Tinme magazine to apol ogise for its Feb
11 edition which carried a sinister-looking cover with the title Inside
Mal aysi a's Terror Network.

The second was his ability to prove that an accusati on of hanky-panky in
the tender for the Mnistry's Ctrawarna 2002 programe was basel ess.

The accusati on was nade by the Tengku Bendahara of Sel angor Tengku Azman
Shah and was highlighted in The Malay Mail.

In both circunstances, Kadir and the Mnistry were dealing with the
Press - the only difference is that one is foreign and the other |ocal

However, much as Kadir seens to have cone out tops in both, there are
still several aspects that nust not be |eft unattended.

In the case of the Tine magazine, Tinme Inc international publisher
Andr ew But cher apol ogi sed for any problens caused by the Feb 11 issue

The Tine issue had the Malaysian flag in the background with Gsama bin
Laden's shadowy profile on the star of the flag. There were al so crossed
guns at the bottom of the flag.

On the back cover of the issue was an advertisenment placed by Tourism
Mal aysi a, pronoting Malaysia as a Truly Asian destination.

Thrown in with the apol ogy, Butcher offered a free page or page spread
advertorial in conpensation.

Kadir clained that the Time nagazi ne had al so asked the Prinme M nister
to wite an article which would be prom nently featured in the nmagazi ne.

It seens that the Cabinet has accepted the apol ogy and that should be a
refl ecti on of how nagnani mous Mal aysi an | eaders are despite having been
the target of derision by foreign magazi nes.

However, much as Butcher had apol ogi sed on behalf of Tinme, if one were
to read the letter of apology, the publication was not sorry for the
article, only for the problens it had caused.

To quot e Butcher

"Pl ease accept ny own personal apologies for this unfortunate ad
pl acenent . "

In short, if the Tourism Mal aysi a adverti sement was not carried on the
back cover of the issue, then there would be no reason for Butcher or Tine
to apol ogi se.

Splitting hairs it may seem but the turn of events proved that such
articles by the foreign publications should not be let off nerely by an
anbi guous apol ogy which the magazine is not even offering to carry inits
next issue.

On Thursday, US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) director Robert S
Muel | er said that Ml aysia was definitely not the | aunch pad for
terrorists involved in the Sept 11 attacks on New York and Washi ngton as
reported in the Jan 27 edition of Newsweek.

He described the article, which quoted a secret FBI report alleging that
Mal aysi a was the primary operational |aunch pad for the attacks, as
i naccur at e.

The clarification from Miell er shoul d appease ruffled Ml aysi an feat hers
over the effect of the article, but the question is whether Newsweek woul d
now carry the clarification

VWhat appeared in the Feb 11 Tinme issue is no | ess danaging as it quoted



an unnaned US official as saying that Malaysia is "a perfect place for
terrorist Rand R (rest and recreation)".

VWhen the article in Time appeared, Kadir was asked if his Mnistry was
going to consider wthdrawi ng advertisenments from foreign publications
whi ch gave negative inpressions of Ml aysi a.

H s reply was somewhat tane.

Kadir said the Governnment would not w thdraw the advertisenments and the
Mnistry preferred to neet the people who managed the nagazi nes and
explain to themthe real situation rather than boycotting the
publ i cati ons.

H s next sentence was actually very telling:

"I'f we choose to fight them they will retaliate. So it is better for us
to win them over through persuasive neans."

It can only then be deduced that it is with such nental trappings which
led to the preparedness of his Mnistry and | ater on persuadi ng the
Cabi net to accept the anbi guous apol ogy from Ti me nmagazi ne.

If the invitation by Tine to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to wite an article which would be featured prom nently is of
consideration, then it is again a very pathetic reaction.

Lest Kadir or any other Malaysian forget, any publication in the world
woul d be nore than eager to carry articles witten by Dr Mahathir, sinmply
because he is a controversial |eader who speaks his m nd.

The other "victory" by Kadir with The Malay Mail reflected a different
scenari o al together.

Both he and the Mnistry's secretary-general Datuk Tengku Al audi n Tengku
Abdul Majid had every right to feel disturbed by the accusations of hanky-
panky in tender awards by the Mnistry.

Kadi r and Tengku Al audi n seened so disturbed that they were personally
criticising The Malay Mail reporter who canme up with the report.

The Malay Mail may have got on the wong prem se when highlighting the
i ssue, but at the sane tinme it was nerely attenpting to ensure that the
Mnistry realised what sone individuals, including a person of position
i ke the Tengku Bendahara of Sel angor, is accusing it of.

VWhat was required of Kadir and his Mnistry was nerely to clarify the
issue and, if the allegations were baseless, to take on the person naking
t he accusati ons.

Conparatively, The Malay Miil report and the Tinme magazine article are
definitely poles apart in terns of damage inflicted. In any event, the
Mal aysian flag was truly desecrated by Tine in that particul ar issue.

In fact, the whole issue by The Malay Mail was resolved after Kadir and
Tengku Al audi n decided to hold the Press conference to explain the
G trawarna tender awards.

The point here is this - Kadir should have been as firm if not nore,
wi th Time magazi ne than any | ocal publication.

The fact that Kadir and the Mnistry were prepared to accept even a
token of an apology fromthe Western nedia does not reflect the kind of
| eadership Dr Mahat hir had provided for the nation in standing up to them

It is actually sad when a Mnister of Kadir's stature ends up | ooking as
if he was posturing to the West and fiercely firmwhen dealing with the
| ocal s.

Emanci pation, after all, is not nmerely a case of shouting about it.

It has to be the unshackling of the mnd first.
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