23 JUN 2002
Ku Li-Mahat hir
KU LI URGES PECPLE TO ACCEPT DR MAHATHI R S DECI SI ON

KOTA BAHARU, June 23 (Bernama) -- Former Finance M nister Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah t oday urged t he peopl e i ncl udi ng Umo nmenbers to accept
the fact that sooner or later Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad woul d
relinqui sh his post as the country's prinme mnister.

"Eventual | y everyone will have to relinquish their posts, including
nyself. Nothing | ast forever. This is the reality which we nust accept and
prepare for," he told reporters on arrival fromKuala Lunpur at the Sultan
Ismai| Petra airport in Pengkal an Chepa here.

As such, he said the Umo | eadershi p shoul d prepare thensel ves to
accept the trust and responsibilities once the prime minister finally
decided to relinquish his posts in Umo and Bari san Nasi onal (BN).

Tengku Razal ei gh, who is al so the Menber of Parliament for Gua Miusang,
was asked to comrent the event yesterday that shocked t he nati on when Dr
Mahat hir offered and wi thdrew his resignati on as Umo president and BN
chairman on the | ast day of the Umo general assenbly.

Tengku Razal ei gh sai d everyone shoul d respect any deci si on nade by Dr
Mahat hi r i ncl udi ng the designation to resign.

"Dr Mahathir is a paranmpunt |eader. | believe as a | eader w th vast
experience he woul d have considered all matters," he said.

He said Umo and t he Mal ays however had the right to ask Dr Mahathir to
reconsi der his decision and to respect the party's decision to ask himto
continue to hold all his posts.

Meanwhi | e i n SEPANG, Umo Yout h head Dat uk H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n
refuted clains by certain quarters that Dr Mahat hir's deci sion was a nere
dr ama.

He sai d what transpired yesterday was broadcast |ive on tel evision and
t he peopl e coul d assess for thensel ves what they had seen.

"They have eyes, (they) can see. (They) have ears, (they) can hear and
(they) have brains to think," he sai d when comrenting on clains by certain
groups that Dr Mahathir's nove was a dranm.

He said this at a media conference after w tnessing the Japan GI race
at the Sepang Circuit, today.

H shamuddi n al so confirmed that Umo Youth had held its neeting
yesterday on the matter and call ed on the Youth exco nmenbers to explain the
real situation to nenbers of the novemnent.
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