25 MAY 2002
Agong- Pr ophet
KI NG REM NDS MJSLI M5 TO AVO D SPI Rl TUAL VACUUM

KUALA LUMPUR, May 25 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Si raj uddi n Syed Tuanku Putra Jamal ul | ai | today advi sed Muslins to prevent
the problemof spiritual vacuumengul fing themas has happened i n nost
western societi es.

Launchi ng the nati onal | evel Mulidur Rasul cel ebrations at Stadium
Putra, Bukit Jalil, here, His Majesty saidif spiritual devel opment was
negl ected, humankind' s |ife woul d beconme enpty.

It would be alife without any direction and beliefs and the m nd woul d
becone open to all kinds of influences that woul d be danmagi ng, the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong sai d.

Devoi d of spirituality humanki nd woul d becore inclined to commtting
wi cked and i mmoral things thus creating a whol e range of social problens in
society, the King said.

"Spiritual devel opnent is very inportant to clean the soul and m nd of
all internal sickness which usually brings humankind to evil and
destruction of life."

He sai d sickness such as pride, arrogance, obstinacy, envy, conpl acency
and forgetting oneself would not only create problenms to the person
concerned but also to the rest of society, stiflingits progress and
retardi ng nati onal devel opnent.

Al so present were Her Majesty the Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah
Tengku Abdul Rashid, the Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi .

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin said Mislinms should al so strike a bal ance
bet ween their spiritual devel opnent and progress and wel Il beinginthis
wor | d.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong gave praise to Al |l ah that devel opment in
Mal aysia was in tandemw th the requirenents of Islam

The Governnent while giving attention to physical devel opnment of the
country and its peopl e was al so payi ng equal attention to the devel opnent
of Islam

"I'slamhas not only found a place in national adm nistration but al
policy directions and the devel opment process are in line with universa
I slam c val ues," he said.

The Ki ng advi sed Muslins to acquire know edge in all fields and be
efficient in the econom c, technological and mlitary sectors.

"Wth this strength, Mislins can face chal |l enges and conpetition and
speak up in the international arenain the cause of Islamand its followers
who have been | ong oppressed. "

The Yang di - Pet uan Agong rem nded Muslins to cherish and emul ate the
nobl e I'ife of Nabi Muhammad S. A Wby | oving peace, unity and family life.
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