07 AUG 2002
Kyrgyz- Bri dge
KYRGYZ REPUBLI C SET TO BECOVE " BRI DGE" TO CENTRAL ASI AN COUNTRI ES

KUALA LUWPUR, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- The Republic of Kyrgyz, which has
undergone rapi d political and economi c transformation, is set to becone a
| eadi ng economi c power and a "bridge" to the central Asian countries.

Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev said today that the republic, whichis
now nore investor-friendly with the nost |iberal econonmc reforms interns
of donestic and international trade, was the best gateway to the Central
Asi an mar ket .

The revival of the Geat Silk Road, which connects Asia to Europe, by
nmeans of trade and econom ¢, cultural and hurmanitari an and al so political
and di plomatic ties, had made the republic a bridge of friendship and
cooperati on wi th nei ghbouring countries and between the two continents, he
sai d.

"It is of great significance to the revival of the Geat Silk Road
whi ch coul d pronote not only econonic activities between the countries but
also in terms of exchange of novenents, goods, know edge, technol ogy and
peopl e," he told Bernana and TV3, via aninterpreter, in an interview at
the end of his visit to Ml aysi a.

This is Akayev's second visit to Malaysia. His first was in 1995.

The Kyrgyz president said that the country was working on a project to
buildarailway linking Chinaw th central Asia through Kyrgyzstan, forning
part of the transcontinental rail that |inks Shanghai with Paris.

"(Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri) Dr Mahathir (Mhanad) had al so di scussed
the possibility of linking the rail road with Malaysia. It will be another
revival of the Great Silk Road that will open up the unseen opportunities
for the countries of central Asia to devel op trade, econom c and cul tural
cooperation with the countries of Southeast Asia," he said.

Describing his three-day state visit as fruitful and beneficial, Akayev
was full of praise for Dr Mahat hir whomhe descri bed as an out st andi ng
| eader for Mal aysia and the devel opi ng nations.

He al so hailed the contribution of Mal aysia, especially the prine
mnister, inassisting the republic to carry out its conprehensive 10-year
devel oprment pl an.

It had enabl ed Kyrgyzstan to be one of the npbst progressive countries
of the Commonweal th of | ndependent States, said Akayev who had call ed on
Mal aysi an busi nessnen to i nvest in the country's expandi ng touri smand
rel ated i ndustries, agricul ture and food processing, textile industry and
i nformati on comuni cati on technol ogy (I1CT).

He said the country was going all out to provide a conducive
envi ronnent for business to attract nore foreign direct i nvestnent (FDI)
and pl anned to set up a Free Trade Zone (FTZ) for Ml aysi an entrepreneurs.

Akayev sai d the establishnment of direct flights between the Kyrgyz
capi tal, Bishkek, and Kual a Lunmpur is another revival of the Great Silk
Road whi ch coul d enhance and strengthen bilateral rel ati ons and econoni c
ties between the two countri es.

The mount ai nous | andl ocked country surrounded by China, Kazakhstan,
Uzbeki stan and Taj i ki stan cel ebrates its i ndependence day on Aug 31, the
same as Mal aysi a.

On politics and diplomatic ties, the president said Kyrgyzstan and
Mal aysi a, which are menbers of the Organi sation of the Islam c Conference
(O C, couldwrk together in pronoting peace and security in the world.

During his visit, Akayev took the opportunity to seek Mal aysia's



support to set up a di al ogue between the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the O Cto foster better understandi ng of
Islamand to identify the causes of terrorismand religi ous extrem sm

He said the international dial ogue woul d convene in Bi shkek next year
and so far, a dozen countries had agreed to attend.

"The di al ogue ai ns at pronoting under st andi ng bet ween t he countries of
t he OSCE and O C and hel ping to devel op strategies to conbat terrori smas
wel | as solving the problemof terrorism" he said.

There was a need for a single international front against terrorism
Akayev said, adding that terrorismhad nothing to dowth religion or
ethnicity.
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