05 AUG 2002
Mal aysi a- Kyrgyz
KYRGYZ SEEKS MALAYSI A' S SUPPORT FOR OSCE- O C DI ALOGUE

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- The Republic of Kyrgyz today sought
Mal aysi a' s assi stance and support in setting up a di al ogue bet ween t he
Organi sation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) to foster understanding on |slam
next year.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the Kyrgyz request
was conveyed during the bilateral neeting between the Kyrgyz del egati on
headed by its President, Askar Akayev and t he Mal aysi an del egati on headed
by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad here.

Akayev is on a two-day visit to Malaysia. Earlier, he attended the
Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue (LID) which was held fromAug 1 to 4.

Syed Ham d said the proposed di al ogue was to foster understandi ng
bet ween the Muslimcountries and Europe.

"Soret i mes mi sunder standi ngs on | sl amare caused by the | ack of
di al ogue and understanding on the religion by the western and European
communities," he said when briefing the nmedi a after the neeting between t he
two countri es.

He said the O C woul d choose a suitable date for the dial ogue.

Syed Hanid said that at the del egati ons neeting, both | eaders discussed
bilateral relations and international issues.

He said both | eaders had exchanged vi ews on vi ol ence and how to
overcone the problemas well as the Pal estine-lsrael conflict.

"President Kyrgyz al so agreed that viol ence knows no bounds and shoul d
not be associated with any one race or religion," he said.

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahat hir and Akayev had al so di scussed how bi |l at eral
rel ati ons and econoni ¢ cooperation between Mal aysi a and Kyrgyz coul d be
enhanced.

He said President Kyrgyz consi dered Mal aysia to be a nodel country for
the republic to emulate in ternms of econom c devel opnent and had al so used
Mal aysi a's proposal as the country's 10-year devel opment and econonic
pl ans.

Syed Hami d said the plan was known as Dr Mahathir's Economic Plan as it
was proposed by Ml aysi a.

The Kyrgyz Pesi dent al so expressed satisfaction at the proceedi ngs of
LI D whi ch, according to him was sonet hi ng beneficial conpared to the Davos
Worl d Econonmic Forumas it enabl ed devel opi ng countries to exchange vi ews
on establishing smart partnership, he said.

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahathir al so stressed on the i nportance of a
consi stent policy by Kyrgyz as wel |l as conduci ve investnment climate to
encour age foreign investnent.

Dr Mahat hir pl edged to encourage nore Mal aysi an entrepreneurs to i nvest
in Kyrgyz and hoped t hat any agreenent on cooperati on and econony bet ween
the two countries woul d al ways be honour ed.

Syed Hamid said Mal aysia al so agreed to train Kyrgyz officers and staff
under the Mal aysi an Techni cal Cooperation Progranme (MICP).

He said a direct flight connecting Bi shkek and Kual a Lunmpur woul d
comrence tonorrow fol |l owi ng the setting up of the joint venture between a
Mal aysi an conpany, Safuan Group, and Kyrgyz Republic International
Airlines.
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