06 AUG 2002
Akayev- | nvest ment
KYRGYZ PRESI DENT CALLS FOR M SI AN | NVESTMENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Kyrgyz Prsident Askar Akayev today
cal | ed on Mal aysi an busi nessmen to i nvest in that country's expandi ng
tourismand rel ated i ndustri es.

He said that Kyrgyzstan was inproving and had become nore
investor-friendly.

"We woul d |i ke nore Mal aysi an busi nessnen to invest in the country,” he
tol d a busi ness | uncheon organi sed by the Nati onal Chanber of Conmerce and
I ndustry of Mal aysia at a hotel, here.

Akayev sai d the republic al so wel coned i nvestnents in agriculture and
food processing, textileindustry andinformati on conmuni cati ontechnol ogy
(1cm.

He gave an assurance that his governnent woul d provi de a conduci ve
envi ronnent for Mal aysi an i nvestors and hoped to arrange a free visa policy
for Malaysians in the future.

Akayev was full of praise for Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad whom he descri bed as an out standi ng | eader for Mal aysi a and t he
devel opi ng nati ons.

He paid tribute to Dr Mahathir for having | aid down worl d-cl ass
facilities and infrastructures for Ml aysi a.

Recalling his first official visit to Malaysia in 1995, the Kyrgyz
presi dent expressed admration at the rapi d devel opment achi eved by the
country inashort tine, particularly the adm nistrative city of Putrajaya,
the smart city of Cyberjaya and Kual a Lunpur as a commercial centre.

He al so hailed the contribution of Mal aysia, especially Dr Mahathir, in
assisting the republic to carry out its conprehensive 10-year devel opnent
pl an, named after the prine mnister.

He noted that the progranmme had received the support and
acknow edgenent of international organisations |ikethe Wrld Bank, Asian
Devel opnent Bank, |slani c Devel opnment Bank and ot her donors

Earlier, Akayev, who is on a two-day visit to Mal aysia, spent about two
hours touring the Mil ti medi a Devel opment Coor poration (MDC), here.

The Kyrgyz del egati on was briefed on the MDC and opportunities for
joint devel opnent in ICT by the corporation's senior vice-president
Nar ayanan Kanan and seni or manager Naj at Ahnad.

Akayev al so planted a tree at the entrance of Cybervi ew Lodge to
comenorate his visit.
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