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Kyrgyzstan carries out Dr Ms Pl an

M K. Megan

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Kyrgyzstan has enbarked on a 10-year econonic
devel opnent plan, popularly known in the country as the Dr Mhathir
Econoni ¢ Devel opnment Pl an.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the plan, prepared by
officials fromthe Econom c Planning Unit, was based on Ml aysia's
econom ¢ devel oprent pl an.

He said the plan had been approved by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad before it was submitted to Kyrgyz authorities.

He said Kyrgyzstan's visiting President Askar Akayev consi dered Ml aysia
a nodel for econom c devel opnent, requesting Ml aysian expertise in
devel opi ng the Central Asian country.

"He was fascinated with the devel opnent in Ml aysia, especially
Putraj aya and Cyberjaya, view ng Ml aysia as a | eader anpong devel opi ng
countries.”

Syed Hanmi d was speaking to reporters after a nmeeting between Akayev and
Dr Mahathir.

The two | eaders |later w tnessed the signing of an agreenent and two
menor anduns of understanding at the Prine Mnister's office here today.

An MoU and an agreenent were between Bank Negara and the National Bank
of Kyrgyz, while the other MoU was between the statistics departnents of
both countri es.

Dr Mahat hir and Akayev di scussed, anong others, ways to inprove
bilateral relations and econom c co-operation between the two countries at
their two-hour neeting.

Syed Hami d said Akayev was particularly satisfied with the recently
concl uded Langkawi International Dialogue as it involved devel opi ng
countries and encouraged smart partnership.

"Akayev requested Malaysia to continue training Kyrgyz officials under
t he Mal aysi an Techni cal Programme and enrol its students at our
institutions of higher learning."

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahat hir encouraged Ml aysi an busi nessnmen to study
the possibility of investing in Kyrgyzstan as the investnent climte there
was conduci ve.

He al so announced the inaugural flight from Kuala Lunpur to Bi shkek,
capital of Kyrgyzstan, tonorrow.

The flight is a joint venture between KR International Airlines and
Mal aysi a' s Saf uan G oup.

Akayev al so requested Malaysia's support in initiating a dial ogue
bet ween the Organi sation of Security and Cooperation of Europe and the
Organi sation of Islanmc Conference.

"The dialogue is to foster better understandi ng between Islam c and
Eur opean countries on issues relating to terrorism"” he said, adding that
a date for the dial ogue woul d be deci ded soon.

Later, while hosting a dinner at Istana Negara for Akayev and his w fe,
Mai ram the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n Tuanku Syed Putra
Jamal ul lail said the Special Joint Econom c Comm ssion that met annually
at alternate capitals bore testinmony to the success of the coll aboration
bet ween the two countries.

He said Mal aysia and Kyrgyzstan had co-operated well at many
i nternational foruns.

"We've faced many challenges ... including that of terrorism W know



that your country, too, has been actively involved in the struggl e agai nst
terrorism™
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