14 AUG 2002
Hadi - Takzi r
TERENGGANU PAS GOV' T TO ENFORCE TAKZI R LAWS

KUALA TERENGGANU, Aug 14 (Bernamm) -- The Terengganu PAS gover nnent
will go ahead withits plans to continue to enforce the Syariah crim nal
of fences (Takzir) enactnent, said Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang
t oday.

He said it is within the power of the state to enforce the enactnent
whi ch cane into effect on Aug 1.

"We want to enforce the Takzir laws in a denocractic manner and in
accordance with the adm nistrative procedure. Terengganuis willing to face
what ever consequences as aresult of enforcing the | aws," he told reporters
after chairing the weekly neeting of the state executive council here.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had warned Ter engganu
that the federal government woul d take actionif it insisted on enforcing
the | aws.

Commenting on Dr Mahat hir's warning, Abdul Hadi said Dr Mahathir did
not understand what the enactnent was all about.

Abdul Hadi said the enactnment was sinilar to the Syariah | aws used by
other states in the federation and t hus coul d not be agai nst t he Federal
Constitution.

Inthis respect, he regretted that the Institute of Islanmc
Understanding (I KIM had not played its role in explaining the enactnment to
the federal government.

The enact ment anmong ot hers prohibits a Muslimfrombranding a fell ow
Muslimas "kafir", an offence which carries a fine of up to RVb, 000 or
i mprisonnent of up to three years or both.

The Terengganu police have refused to hel p the state governnment
enforced the | aws.
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