05 SEPT 2002
Chua- Gadget
MALAYSI AN SCI ENTI STS WN GOLD MEDAL FOR THEI R SPECI AL TOOL

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 5 (Bername) -- Two Mal aysi an scientists have come up
with a special tool to measure resistance in insects, especially nbsquitoes
to insecticides.

Health M nister, Datuk Chua Jui Meng, said the find enabled Dr Lee Han
Li mand Nazni Wasi Ahmad, fromthe Entonology Unit of the Institute for
Medi cal Research (IMR) to take the gold nedal at the International
Exhi bi ti on of Inventions, |Innovations and New Products held at Geneva,

Swit zerl and, between May 1 and 5.

He said their tool was nore practical conpared to the traditiona
gadget that had been used by the World Health Organisation (WHO for the
past 40 years.

"The equi pnent has many advantages and it proves Ml aysi ans are capabl e
of contributing sonething valuable to the nedical world."

"The quality is recognised and it's far better than the tool used by
WHO, " he told a press conference after opening the Fifth Health Scientific
meeti ng today.

Chua said the tool to neasure insects' resistance would hel p devel op
nmore effective controls on di seases spread by insects.

Operating the new gadget woul d be cheaper, faster and sinpler he said.

"The new tool will be nore accurate and results produced in just three
hours conpared to 11 days with the old tool. It will only cost 73 sen to
anal yse a nosquito conpared to RM30 using the tool used by WHO, " he sai d.

The Cabi net, he said was inforned about the invention and the nministry
was directed to label it as Mal aysian before narketing it abroad.

"The process of getting a patent for the product is underway as
instructed by the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, and for a
start it will be marketed in the European Union, United States, Japan,

Si ngapore and China," he said.

Dr Lee when nmet said it took a decade to devel op the equi prent which
was consi dered a short period in the world of nedical research.

He said the tool would be able to test enzynes produced by insects and
results woul d be based on col ours reveal ed by the tool

"The darker the col our of enzyne the higher the resistance of the
insect,"” said Dr Lee
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