03 AUG 2002
LI D- Leaders
LEADERS HAI L USEFULNESS OF LID

LANGKAW , Aug 3 (Bernamm) -- Heads of state and governnent attending
the G obal 2002 Langkawi International D al ogue (LID) here expressed
sati sfaction the forumhad hel ped devel opi ng nati ons to nove forward and
face gl obalisation i ssues convincingly.

The | eaders were grateful to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamaed for initiating the dial ogue and hoped that he woul d continue to
actively participate in the smart partnership dial ogue even after his
retirement as prine mnister.

Ghanai an President John A Kufour said what LID snart partnership
di al ogue hit hi mnmost was the noral content of the whol e idea of smart
di al ogue which translated into attitudes of cl everness, conpetitiveness and
co-operativeness in the spirit of partnership.

"I think without these attitudes, gl obalisation definitely should be a
problemto all the poor little countries in Africa and many parts of the
Third Wrld... | sawthat in this group, we will not be alone, we will be
part of a network to face gl obalisation, without which the future will be
really gl oony and fearsone," he told a joint media conference by | eaders at
the end of the dobal 2002 LID here today.

The Prinme Mnister of Mauritius, Sir Aneerood Jughauth, said there had
been a mass of ideas thrown up at the dial ogue that coul d be brought hone
and be digested into actions to i nprove the living standards of the people
in his country.

The nove, he said, would eventually nake the world a smarter gl obe.

Sir Aneerood said future di al ogues woul d al so keep on teaching
participants alot of things, enriching their experiences and sol vi ng
probl ens of their countries.

Describing Dr Mahathir as a guru, he said: "I'msure Dr Mahathir will
continue to be with us."”
Swaziland's King Mswati Il11 said LIDwas a constructive forumfor

peopl e fromdevel opi ng nati ons to share i deas on howto further devel op
their countries by learning fromthe experiences of others.

"The di al ogue has been very fruitful and hel pful to all of us," he
sai d.

Swaziland wi Il host the G obal 2003 Sout hern African I nternational
Di al ogue (SAID) in Septenber next year.

The d obal 2002 Langkaw International D al ogue al so incorporates SAI D
and East Africa International Dial ogue (EAID).

Dr Specioza Wandira Kazi bwe, Vice-President of Uganda, suggested that
future smart partnership di al ogues shoul d al so i ncl ude the partici pation of
the el derly, which she naned as "C ub 25", denoting the era of the 1920s
where nost of the | eaders were born, and the di sabl ed.

She had been actively pronoting i ssues on wonen and youth in the
di al ogue and she was grateful the dial ogue had incl uded t he younger
generation under C ub 29.

Zi nhabwean Presi dent Robert Migabe commended t he smart partnership
di al ogue, saying it had enabl ed t he use of the experiences and successes of
the participating nations of the grouping and translate theminto policies
of their own.

He said this had enabl ed African countries to build a real continental
uni on anong thensel ves and inter-continentally with Asia.

The Prine M nister of Lesotho, Pakalitha Bethuel Msisili, said he was



grateful the dial ogue had enabl ed the grouping to refresh, synergi se,
i nspire and enpower participating nations through the di scussions.

He said al t hough Mal aysi a's success story was different fromthat of
the African nations, Dr Mahathir was not selfish to share his experiences
t hrough the grouping.

Thi s had paved the way for the African countries to learn fromthe good
practices that had | ed to Mal aysi a' s phenonenal progress achieved within a
short period of tinme, he added.
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