04/ 11/ 2002
Let us be “all for fish', says Koh

Freddi e Ng; Ai da Ahmad

GOVERNMENTS, agenci es, and academ ¢ and research organi sations involved in
fish research and producti on worl dwi de have been urged to forge smart
partnershi ps and synergy towards ensuring the success of the "Fish for
All" initiative.

"W need to be All for Fish to achieve the ainms of Fish for All," said
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, in calling for close collaboration
and networking in the sustai nabl e managenent and gl obal production of
fish.

He was speaking at the |aunch of the "Fish for All" summt hosted by the
Wor I dFi sh Centre, attended by over 200 participants from40 countries at
t he Equatorial Hotel.

The "Fish for All" initiative is ained at reversing the gl obal decline
in living aquatic resources and finding ways through the pronotion of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and environnental |y sound nanagenent, to restore
the livelihood, food and i ncome of those who use and depend on fish.

Present were "Fish for All" Steering conmttee chairman Prof MS.

Swami nat han of India, Wirld Bank vice-president Dr Ian Johnson who is al so
Consul tative Group on International Agricultural Research (Cd AR
chai rman, and Worl dFish Centre director-general Dr Meryl WIIians.

Koh said the "Fish for All" initiative was keenly supported by the
Mal aysi an Gover nment which had donated a parcel of land for use as the
gl obal headquarters of the Wirl dFish Centre.

He added that the Ml aysi an Governnment's comritnment was al so clear from
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's acceptance of an
invitation to be one of the 12 nenbers of the initiative' s global steering
comm ttee.

Meanwhi | e, Koh said the State Governnent had set up a Marine Biotech
Initiative conmttee which he personally chairs, to pronote co-operation
and networking anong three fish research bodi es based i n Penang.

They are the Universiti Sains Ml aysia marine biology division, the
Wor | dFi sh Centre and the National Fisheries Research Institute at Batu
Maung.

"We are confident that with these three inportant academ c and research
centres based here, we have the right ingredients to make Penang a centre
for the "Fish for AIl' initiative," he added.

Besi des the day-long sunmit, an open day to be held at the Wrl dFi sh
Centre from2pmto 5pmtoday includes public talks as well as story
telling sessions and an art conpetition for children.
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