20 AUG 2002
Syed Ham d- Ami en
LOOK AT WH PPI NG LAW RATI ONALLY, SYED HAM D TELLS AM EN

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 20 (Bernama) -- The People's Consultative Counci
Speaker of Indonesia, Amen Rais, should | ook rationally at Ml aysia's | aw
that all ows whipping for illegal foreign workers, Foreign Mnister, Datuk
Seri Syed Ham d Al bar, said today.

"Let us avoid enotions. Talk with rationality, responsibility and
accountability,” he told a press conference after meeting visiting
Ukraine's First Vice-Prine Mnister O eg Dubyna

"I"'msure as a | eader, nenber of the | egislature and speaker of the
national assenbly, he would not have encouraged his citizens to cone to

another country, which is a soverei gn and i ndependent state, illegally," he
sai d when asked to conment about Anmien's recent outbursts on the whipping
puni shnment enforced by Mal aysia on illegal inmgrants.

"I's he saying it's alright for Indonesians to come here illegally," he
sai d.

Am en had descri bed the mandat ory whi ppi ng as "i nhumane" and an
"insult" to I ndonesians.

Syed Ham d said he thought as a | eader, Am en would give a positive
statement on the matter, and woul d advi se | ndonesi ans wanting to conme to
Mal aysia to go through proper channel and processes.

He sai d whi pping was neant to be a deterrent and nake peopl e think
twi ce about coming to this country illegally.

He said every action Ml aysia took agai nst I ndonesian illegal migrant
wor kers was after consultations with the | ndonesi an Governnment through its
enbassy here.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad had expl ai ned the
anended i mrigration | aw to | ndonesi an Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri
during his recent visit to the republic.

He said without pernanent enploynent, those entering Malaysia illegally
coul d destabilise the country, and without jobs, they also could end up
doi ng undesirabl e activities or exploited by their enployers.

He said Mal aysia would be blanmed if illegal foreign workers were
expl oi t ed.

"When we need them when there are jobs and enpl oynent, our country is
open, but go through the normal process,” he said.

He said Ml aysia had established a nechanismto recruit foreign
wor kers.

He sai d Mal aysi a had taken humane and conpassi onate acti on agai nst
illegal foreign workers previously, including | egalising them and giving
them one year grace period until July 31 to | eave the country.

He al so poi nted out that Mal aysia had sent back over 400,000 illega
foreign workers at its own cost.
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