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By: Noor Hammad Wri man

LANGKAW , Aug 4 (Bernama) -- Smart partnership, the core thene of the
d obal 2002 Langkawi | nternational D al ogue, which ended here yesterday,
has served as an "eye-opener” for tourismentrepreneurs on this tourist
haven to pool their resources to scale greater heights in the |l ocal tourism
i ndustry.

The two maj or international-class events -- LID and the Langkaw
International Maritine and Aerospace Exhibition (LI MA) -- being held here
bi enni al l y gave the i npetus and t he much-needed push for the tourism
i ndustry here, the pul se of the nmain economic activity inthis tourist
resort.

Mahamas Travel and Tour Sdn Bhd Managing Director Rosm Siru said LID,
LI MA and ot her international functions staged here had hel ped t o boost the
island' s tourismcharm

"Such events gave significant contributions to the econom c grwot h of
Langkawi , especially to hoteliers, restaurant operators, textile shop
owners and souvenir outlets apart fromproviding job opportunitiesto
| ocal s," he said.

For the d obal 2002 LID, the organisers enlisted the services of
Mahamas to provi de nore than 100 vehicles and 125 drivers to ensure snooth
conduct of the three-day dialogue initiated by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad in 1995.

"Al t hough Mahamas was gi ven the opportunity to provi de vehicl es and
drivers, we cooperated with other conpanies to supply the additiona
vehicles requiredinlinewith the smart partnershi p concept advocat ed by
LID," he said.

The additi onal vehicles and drivers were | eased fromother tour and
travel companies to ferry heads of state and governnent and foreign
del egat es.

Mahamas has 65 regul ar drivers and 195 vehicl es, including bus, cars
and vans.

He, however, said hiring of vehicles to tourists was not hanpered as
Mahamas had enough vehicles to cope with the demand fromtourists at the
Kuah jetty and the Langkawi International Airport in Padang Matsirat.

Langkawi Bumi putera Touri st Boat Associ ati on Chairman Kuzai ni Kassi m
readily adm tted that i nternati onal events held here were a boon for the
tourismindustry here.

"For tourist boat operators, LID has indirectly hel ped Langkawi which
reliedonvisitors, particul arly outside school holiday season,” he said.

The operators, nunbering more than 20 with 50 boats, conducted
round-t he-island cruises for tourist groups and students.

They al so have bri sk busi ness when LID officials hire their boats to go
round t he i sl ands and t he mangrove forests to take a cl oser | ook at the
beauty of the flora and fauna.

Langkawi Mal aysia Airports Bhd Manager Abdul Wahab Mbhanad Yusof said
smart partnership is being practised by everyone here to ensure snooth
operations at the Langkawi International Airport.

"What | can say for sure is that hoteliers, tourismentrepreneurs,
restaurant owners and hire-car operators have benefited fromthe
international -class events |like LID held here," he said.

Last year, Langkawi received closetotwo mllion tourists, including
388,421 foreigners as conparedto 1.8 mllion visitors in the previous



year.

According to statistics rel eased by the Langkawi Devel opment Aut hority
(LADA), about 1.4 milliontourists entered via the Kuah jetty, Tanjung

Mal ai jetty (110,596), domestic flights (348,693) and international flights
(59,531).
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