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LANGKAW TOURI SM | NDUSTRY W LL GROW SAYS KATA DR MAHATHI R

LANGKAW , May 5 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday expressed confident that the island s tourismindustry will
grow in future.

"Even nowit is growing and | think it will continue to growin
future,” hetoldreporters at the Langkaw international airport i n Padang
Mat sirat here before returning to Kual a Lunpur after inspecting the
progress of devel opment projects here.

Langkawi recorded al nost two million arrivals of |ocal and foreign
tourists | ast year conpared to 1.8 million arrivals the year before.

During the six-hour visit, Dr Mahathir was acconpani ed by Kedah Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and Menber of Parliament for Langkawi
Dat uk Abu Bakar Tai b.

He said the project to build a cable-car linking the integrated
shoppi ng conpl ex, Oriental Village and the 708-netre hi gh Mount Machi nchang
in Tel uk Burau was goi ng snoot hly and woul d be conpl eted as pl anned.

The RMA6 million project, jointly undertaken by Doppl e-Mayer from
Austria and a | ocal conmpany, is expected to be conpleted in June and fully
operational in August.

Dr Mahathir al so viewed the project froma helicopter during the visit.
Meanwhi | e, the project consultant Dr Peter A Wss said the project,
spanni ng 2. 2kmfromthe Oriental Village to the Machi ncang nountai n woul d
enabl e visitors to reach the peak in nine mnutes using the | argest

si x- seat er gondol a.

He said there would be two stations for the cable-car project, one at
the top and the other on the eastern bridge.

M Mat ci nchang has rock fossils call ed sandstones whi ch are one of the
ol dest in the country lasting about two million years. It has a crater and
two position peaks with an awesonme view of the island resort and its
surroundi ng 99 sister islands.

Earlier on arrival at the island, Dr Mahathir visited t he Langkaw
Har bour Park project in Tel uk Burau.

The project will provide various facilities needed by foreign tourists
inaddition to a mari na which can accommbdate 100 yachts at any one ti me.

A three-star hotel and apartnments will also be built at the harbour
park covering 12 hectares.

Dr Mahathir also took a boat ride to see the RM9.6 million project to
rehabilitate the Kok beaches, including the construction of two man-made
i sl ands which will serve as wave breakers to prevent erosion.
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