07/ 07/ 2002
Lawbr eakers will face the nusic

Ham dah At an

KUALA KLAWANG, Sat. - The Governnment will act against politicians or
speakers from any party who breach the | aw during the Anak Bukit and
Pendang by-el ecti ons.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim
rem nding themto be "utterly cautious and respectable of the |law', said
they should realise the inplications of a non-harnoni ous situation

"Some may be claimng that the systemis unjust, but it is too
sinmplistic to say so. | hope all political |eaders and followers will heed
the advice by the Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who is
al so Bari san Nasional chairman) that we conduct the by-elections in a
gentl emanly way.

"We should avoid hurling abuses agai nst each other as such matters are
tantanount to sedition.”

Rai s, who is also Jel ebu MP and Jel ebu Umo chi ef, was speaking after
wi tnessing villagers harvesting fish at a pond in Kanpung Kem n near here.

He said the Governnent, after receiving information or conplaints about
breaches of |aw and peace, woul d have to take action

"This process definitely has to take place. | amgiving a pre-enptive
warning so that no one in the two constituencies resorts to breaching the
peace or any |law pertaining to public order."

He added that the provisions of the Election Ofences Act which were
before Parlianment recently had yet to be enforced.

"Nevet hel ess, the |law pertaining to sedition and other public | aws are
still intact,"” he added.

He was asked on fiery speeches and criticisnms hurled agai nst Umo
| eadership by Pas | eaders in their campaigns in both areas.

He said the authorities would nonitor each and every speech delivered
during the by-elections.

Rai s al so praised the police for taking action agai nst DAP chairman Lim
Kit Siang for his alleged involvenent in the distribution of seditious
materi al s.

"For the first tine, the police seemto be fast and sensitive to the
needs of the |aw "

Police arrested Limon June 5 for distributing leaflets on the "No to
929 canpai gn" at the Pasar Pinji market in Ipoh, Perak, but later rel eased
himon a RMB, 000 bail on condition that Lim present hinself at the police
station yesterday to help investigation under the Sedition Act.

He was tenporarily rel eased pending further investigation

Rai s al so said public prosecutors in the Attorney-General's Chanbers
were "studyi ng" several speeches of Pas |eaders, including that of Kual a
Kedah MP Mohanmad Sabu.
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