08 JUL 2002

Mahat hi r - Laws

LAWS FORMULATED DO NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST RACES AND RELI G ONS, SAYS
PM

KUCHI NG, July 8 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamaed sai d t oday t hat the government will al ways exerci se fairness and
justice and not formnul ate | aws whi ch di scri mat e agai nst the vari ous races
and religions in the country.

He gave an assurance that the rights and well-being of the non-Mislins
inthe country woul d al ways be protected i n accordance with t he Feder al
Consti tution.

Even t hough Mal aysi a had becone an | sl am ¢ country since i ndependence,
non- Musl i s had al ways been granted the freedomof worship, he sai d when
openi ng the Masja (Masjid Janek) Buil di ng, owned by t he Board of Trustees
of the Sarawak State Mosque (LAKMNS) in Petra Jaya here.

Dr Mahathir al so said that the governnent never rejected the
i npl ementation of the Hudud (Islam c penal code) but was agai nst the
i mpl ement ati on of the Hudud as proposed by PAS.

"We are not rejecting divine laws, we are not rejecting the Hudud," he
sai d, addi ng that objections rai sed were only agai nst the i nposition by PAS
for political mleage

The prinme mnister said that the Hudud as i npl enented by PAS does not
reflect the true Islamic religion as it could be changed arbitrarily unlike
di vine | aws.

He said that this was obvi ous when PAS had to make changes to its Hudud
foll owi ng protests which could cause the party to | ose votes.

"This goes to showthat the ballot is their CGod...votes deternine the
laws formul ated by them " he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the difference between the i npl ementation of the
party's Hudud, in Kel antan and Terengganu, showed that PAS actions were
gui ded by politics and not religion.

He said that the glaring difference interns of interpretation and
provi sions refl ected the thinking of PAS which pl aces enphasis on politica
support.

Earlier in his speech, Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud
said that the state governnment woul d continue to adopt Islamc principles
but still protect the interest of the various races and religions inthe
state.

Abdul Tai b, who i s LAKMNS president, said that the construction of the
RVBO mi | 1ion Masja Building was a token of the contribution of Muslins in
the state's devel opnent.

Several state mnistries and private conmpanies will occupy the
bui I di ng.
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