02 FEB 2002
Li ng- MCA
LI ST OF NEW MCA MEMBERS FOR PUBLI C DI SPLAY

GENTI NG H GHLANDS, Feb 2 (Bernama) -- In an unprecedented nove, MCA
intends to display the list of its 138,000 new nenbers, who joi ned the
party | ast year, alongside the Iist of existing menbers this nonth.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said never in the history
of the party had it openly displayed its newnmenbers' list, duringthe
party el ection year, and that it was done this tinme around because MCA
wanted its election to be as transparent as possible.

"1 woul d propose at the next Central Conmttee neeting on Feb 9 t hat
the list be displayed for all to see, fornmerly we rejected this when a
Central Conmittee (CC) nenber brought it up at the neeting because the MCA
headquarters staff could not key in all the nanes but t hey have worked hard
and nmade it," he told reporters this after opening a MCA noti vati onal
sem nar here

He said normally the party only put up the list of its nenbers for five
days before the party el ections, held every three years.

The second | argest Bari san Nasi onal conponent party would hold its
polls |ate June this year

"But this year the list would be up for 21-days and the 138, 000 new

nmenbers woul d be displayed separately fromthe existing nenbers' list," he
added.
He said he woul d propose that the new nmenbers' |ist be put up at the

upcom ng MCA CC neeting and t he proposal was expected to be given the
green-light by party | eaders

He said the nove was to show denbcracy at work in the party and to
avoid nore i nternal bickering in the MCA, which was now at a serious |evel.

"W want all parties to accept the results of the June party
el ections...the winner (at the el ection) would | ead and the | osers shoul d
cooperate to strengthen the party," he said.

He said MCA wanted to avoi d t he "Nanyang Enmergency CGeneral Assenbly"
where after voting and results announced, there were grouses of unfair
el ection practi ces.

M d-1ast year, the party had an EGMto endorse the purchase of two
Chi nese dailies, one of thembei ng Nanyang Si ang Pau, by the party. It had
to use secret ballots to get endorsenent for the purchase fromover nearly
2, 000 del egat es.

The bal |l ot was needed as sone party | eaders had opposed the acquisition
and this was the start of the party woes. The del egat es endorsed the
purchase but not wi thout allegation of discrepancies in the process.

"W are bendi ng backwards to ensure a nore cl ean and transparent
denmocratic process, we will respect whatever result of this year's
el ections," Dr Ling said.

He said the |ist would go on display at the party's respective branches
fromFeb 9 to March 2.

MCA had been going through a torrid tinme over the past year due to
squabbl es by | eaders aligned to Dr Ling and those cl ose to his deputy Dat uk
Li mAh Lek. Ling was all for the Nanyang purchase while Li mwas agai nst the
nove.

Prime M nister and Bari san Nasi onal chairnman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Moharmad | ast week said that he was still trying to get the two factions to
settle the problemam cably.

However, party anal yst expect the MCA el ections this year to be a fiery



affair where all top party positions was likely to face stiff chall enge.
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