19/ 10/ 2002
"W could buy Pakistan's dairy products'

Ram an Sai d

MALAYSI A and Paki stan shared many simlarities that can be exploited to
hel p i ncrease trade between both countries, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
sai d.

The Prime Mnister said dairy products of Pakistan were anong those
Mal aysi a could buy nore to hel p bal ance trade, which now favoured
Mal aysi a.

He said Mal aysia could turn to Pakistan, which was the fifth | argest
producer of dairy products, fromits traditional suppliers of New Zeal and
and Australi a.

Anot her sector that interests Malaysia is the textile industry.

Addr essi ng top Paki stani busi nessmen at a di al ogue organi sed by the
Federati on of Pakistan Chanbers of Commerce and I ndustry at Serena Hotel
yesterday Dr Mahathir, on a two-day working visit to Pakistan, said: "W
would I'ike to invest nore in Pakistan and there exist many fields of
cooperati on between both countries that can be exploited.

"But the situation (in Pakistan) nust be suitable and attractive to
i nvestors."

Citing Mal aysia's success in attracting foreign investnent, Dr Mhathir
said the keys were stability, consistency of policies and conducive
envi ronnent .

He noted that Pakistan, under the | eadership of President Pervez
Musharraf, had achieved much in this respect over the |last three years,
and Mal aysi a was happy for the progress made.

During the di al ogue, many busi nessnen representing various sectors
wanted to see a nore active participation of Ml aysian conpanies in
Paki st an.

On a lighter note, Dr Mahathir said Malaysia was at its wits end to
bal ance the trade w th Pakistan.

As a country with 82 per cent of its exports being manufactured goods,
he said Malaysia was in a position to sell nore things than buy themfor
its people.

He said Malaysia was interested to examine the possibility of inporting
dairy goods from Pakistan. "But we can't force our consuners (to buy
Paki st an goods) as we practice an open market.

"Theref ore, Pakistan conpani es have to conpete. If you visit our
supermarkets, you can see that they stock products from many countri es.

"OF course we would like to see nore Pakistani products in Ml aysia as
al t hough Mal aysi a does not have that big a popul ation, the purchasing
power of its people is quite significant.

"One way that should be explored is to hold a "~Paki stani Wek' in
Mal aysia |i ke what's being done by some other countries.”

Dr Mahathir said another area which Ml aysia could participate was the
cultivation of oil palmin Pakistan, especially of new clones that produce
hi gher vyi el ds.

Thi s woul d nean Paki stan could reduce its inport of the comobdity from
Mal aysi a.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir arrived at Islamabad' s Chaklala |International
Airport from Hyderabad, India, and was wel coned by Paki stan Foreign
Affairs Mnister Inamul -Hag and M nister of Finance, who is al so
m ni ster-in-attendance, Shaukat Aziz.

Acconpanying the Prime Mnister were, anong others, Datuk Seri Dr



Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

Dr Mahathir then proceeded to Serena Hotel where he attended a cl osed-
door briefing on information comruni cati on technol ogy (1CT) by Pakistan
M ni ster of Science and Technol ogy Dr Atta-ur-Rahnman.

The Prime Mnister also net Pakistani |ICT experts at the function.

Dr Mahathir then perforned Friday prayers at Fai sal Msque.

In conjunction with his visit, the Prime Mnister witnessed two signing
cerenoni es, the handing over of donations by Umo Youth and | aunched a
power plant built by Tenaga Nasi onal Ber had.

The 235MW Li berty Power Plant at Daharki, Sindh Province, is now feeding
210MVinto the national grid owned by Pakistan Water and Power Devel opnment
Aut hority.

The plant cost RWM50 million to build and was the conpany's sole
i nvest ment overseas.

Umo Youth presented 60 tonnes of clothing to Mnister of Information
cum Kashmr Affairs, Northern Areas and State and Frontier Region (KANA
and SAFRON) Nisar A. Menon in a project to help Afghan refugees in
Paki st an.

The novenment was represented by its exco nmenber Datuk Ab Rauf Yusoh.

Dr Mahathir al so witnessed the signing of project agreenent on liquid
cargo jetty term nal on BOT (build, operate and transfer) basis at Post
Qasim Karachi, between Fel da Hol di ngs and Qasi m Port Authority.

The ot her signing was between Jawal a Corporation and its | ocal
count erpart.

Later at night, Dr Mahathir and Musharraf nmet for talks.
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