01/ 01/ 2002

Leaders call on Mal aysians to preserve peace

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Leaders of various organisations, including political
parties, today called on Ml aysians to preserve peace and harnony in the
country and to learn fromthe Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the United

St at es.

In their New Year nessages, they said Ml aysi ans shoul d prepare for
chal | enges of 2002 and beyond, especially those posed by gl obalisation.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the Sept 11 terrorist
attacks had a deep inpact on the country's econony but the Governnment had
taken pre-enptive neasures.

Dr Ling al so urged the people to continue supporting the Barisan
Nasi onal .

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said 2001 had been chal |l engi ng
and urged Mal aysi an I ndians to use the Kanpung Medan incident as a | esson
to foster better relations with the other races.

"We are glad that the racial tension was solved through the tirel ess
efforts of the | eaders and security forces," he said.

Sany Vel lu urged Indians to make use of the opportunities available to
i nprove thensel ves.

CGerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said everyone should | earn
fromevents in the past year like the attacks on the Wrld Trade Center in
New York and the Al M unah incident.

He said Europe woul d be sharing a conmon currency while China would be a
menber of the World Trade O ganisation.

Mal aysi ans, he said, should be ready to adapt to gl obalisation or they
woul d be left behind.

Dr Lim who is also Primary Industries Mnister, urged Ml aysians to
uphol d the spirit of nuhi bah.

Peopl e's Progressive Party president Datuk M Kayveas said all
Mal aysi ans shoul d work harder to preserve racial unity which was uniquely
Mal aysi an.

"We have to understand and strive to achieve the Government's aspiration
for a united bangsa Mal aysia," he said.

Kayveas al so urged Ml aysi ans to support the Governnent in its efforts
to ward off econom c and security threats.

Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat said Parti Bersatu Sabah's
application to return to the BN augured well for Sabah.

"I believe with unity and | ess politicking, we can concentrate on
wor ki ng together to bring nuch needed devel opnent to Sabah and i nprove the
life of Malaysians in the State,” he said.

Chong al so rem nded the people to manage resources in a sustainable
manner .

Refl ecting on the past year, Chong said although 2001 was a difficult
year, the State Government renmained optimstic that the gl obal econony
woul d recover by the second-half of 2002.

"Let us resolve to do better and to inprove on past achievenents for the
New Year .

"In doing so, we will be able to contribute nore positively and
effectively to make Sabah a peaceful, progressive and devel oped State," he
sai d.

Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon descri bed 2002 as a
crucial year for the inplenmentation of various nmeasures to overcomne the



negative inpact of gl obal econonmic and political woes.

"Let us put aside our differences and work together nore closely to
overcone chal | enges, manage changes, pronote sustai nabl e and bal anced
devel opnent, create a caring society and ensure that peace and stability
continue to prevail in the nation and in our State.”

Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat said he hoped it
woul d be a better year ahead, with the people given nore roomto speak up
and the w thdrawal of several restrictions.

"It is the right of the people to discuss things openly. Lately, it
appears that this has been curtail ed.

"There has been a restriction on ceranmah although we practise
denocracy, " he said.

Ni k Aziz, who is also Pas' spiritual |eader, said people nust avoid
using force and intimdation to achieve their objectives.

DAP national chairman LimKit Siang said he believed i ssues over the
past year |like the setting up of an Islamc state would continue to
confront the nation.

Al'l Ml aysi ans, he said, should be wary of the dangers the nation faced
and be vigilant against the attenpts to take away the social contract
provided for in the Constitution

Parti Keadil an Nasional president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah \Wan | snai
said the Sept 11 tragedy should serve as a rem nder on the inportance of
appreciating Malaysia's commonalities and cel ebrating our differences.

"I'n 2002, let us pledge to strengthen our determ nation and resolve in
setting out avenues for greater understanding of each other's faith," she
added.

Dr VWn Azi zah said Mal aysi ans had continued to struggle to achieve a
meani ngful multi-ethnic solidarity based on truth and justi ce.

Parti Rakyat Mal aysia president Dr Syed Husin Ali said the terrorist
attacks in the United States had created a strong inpact worl dw de.

He said in the period of uncertainties followi ng the attacks, it was
unfortunate that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had
decl ared Mal aysia was an Islamc state.

Syed Husin added that the announcenment had caused confusi on and concern

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress president Senator Zainal
Ranpak said as Mal aysia faced an econom ¢ sl owdown twice within five
years, the Government should step up efforts to protect retrenched
wor ker s.
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