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LANGKAW , Aug 2 (Bernanmm) -- Heads of government attending the G oba
2002 Langkawi | nternational Di al ogue (LID) today turned the spotlight on
nedi a representati ves when t hey were questi oned on bi ased reporting,

i naccurate reports and | ack of trust anong medi a practitioners in the
Sout h.

The session was of a different sort when the | eaders were presented
with a rare opportunity to question top nedia officials on their work
et hi cs.

It began with Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad
firing the first sal vo when he wanted to know why t he press al ways reported
negati ve news in any country.

"l"'mgoing to enjoy this (questioning the nmedia representatives). |
want to know why the press is al ways negative in reporting about any
country. | can't inagine that these countries have not achi eved anyt hi ng at
all but even if they had, why aren't we hearing about the good and their
achi everments. | want to know why," he questi oned.

Robert Kabushenga, corporation secretary of New Vision, Uganda's
| eadi ng newspaper, said in response that it was correct to say that the
medi a pl aced enphasi s on things perceived to be negative but these negative
news were witten with hope that the authorities woul d address the i ssues
rai sed.

The nedi a had al so at the sane tine been publishing positive news but
nmore often than not they turned out to be | ess noticed by the readers than
t he negative ones, he added.

Zi nhabwean presi dent Robert Mugabe had al so asked whet her reporters
were free to wite about their opinions on any i ssue or were they gui ded by
the do's and don'ts fromnedi a owners.

To this, a former nedia practitioner fromBritain said reports shoul d
be di stingui shed whet her they were news reports or anal ysi s but there was
an obligation for newsnmen to explain their reports.

"There are two dinmensions to a report, there are two sides to a story
and it is inportant that journalists play a balancing role in reporting,”
he said.

However, he thought that nedia barons did not play a role in deciding
on what shoul d be published and what should not as this was in the hands of
the practitioners thensel ves.

Replying to a question, Ml aysian National News Agency (Bernams)
General Manager Syed Jam | Syed Jaafar said there had been tines when the
government was not happy with reports by the agency and t he sane applied to
t he opposition parties.

"So | guess we're on the right track. It is therole of the nediato
pl ay a wat chdog rol e but soneti nes sone nedi a becone mad dogs," he sai d.

Syed Jam | sai d sone newspapers sensationalised news to boost sal es
whi |l e sone had the nbney to pay in the event of a defamation suit agai nst
t hem

In response to a question on why nedia practitioners tended to choose
the news they printed, The Star's editor-in-chief, Datuk Ng Poh Tip, said
because there were tinmes when the nedia felt that things were wong and
needed to be nmde right.

"Then we can trace the source of the problenms and put things right. W
do feature successful policy stories... we do print happy stories (positive



news)," she added.

Dr Mahat hir wound up the session by asking why journalists fromthe
Sout h di d not trust each other as reports originating fromthese countries
were not picked up and used by South nations.

"Why do they go for news rel eased by ot her foreign news agenci es? For
exanpl e, if something happens in Ml aysia, why do we take the news fromthe
forei gn agencies i nstead of getting the news fromthe host country?" he
asked.

To this, New Straits Tines editor-at-1arge Hardev Kaur said there had
been efforts in the past to obtain first hand information but all the
efforts had yet to take off.

She said the latest effort was the Smart News Network I nternational
(SNNi ), which was born fromthe | ast smart partnership di al ogue i n Uganda
| ast year.

In addi ng to Hardev's coments, NST group editor Datuk Ahmad Talib told
the | eaders that foreign wire agencies were faster in delivering news and
it was convenient for nmedia practitioners to pick up news fromthem

He said the SNNi was a good start but media practitioners needed to
elimnate the el enent of mistrust anbng themin the South countri es.

To this reply, Dr Mahathir retorted, "So you trust them(foreign wire
services). Are you saying Reuters (a foreign wire agency) provi des news
which is correct?"
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