31 AUG 2002
Eve- Cel ebrati ons
LEADERS, RAKYAT CELEBRATE MERDEKA EVE | N GREAT SPIRI T

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 30 (Bernamm) -- Shouts of "Merdeka" filled the
Mer deka Square and KLCC Park here toni ght as tens of thousands of
Mal aysi ans i ncl udi ng nati onal |eaders joined the Merdeka Eve 2002
celebrations in great spirit.

Wth the brightly lit Sultan Abdul Samad Buil ding i n the background,

t he square becane the attracti on of every strata of society including
foreign tourists who wanted to see the clock at the tower of the historical
buil ding strike 12 m dnight to start the beginning of a newday, Aug 31 --
the 45th National Day of Ml aysi a.

The cold night air following the rain that had fallen since early
eveni ng and continued until mi dnight did not danpen the spirit of
Mal aysi ans to cel ebrate the arrival of the 45th Nati onal Day whi ch was hel d
at the two nain | ocations.

Exactly at 12 nmidnight, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
together with his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and several
cabinet ministers cheerfully shouted "Mrdeka" seven ti nes and t hey were
echoed by the thousands of peopl e who had fl ocked to the Merdeka Square
located in the heart of the federal capital.

Dr Mahat hir, who was standi ng on a speci al stage together with other
dignitaries, joined the choir in singingthe national anthem"Negaraku" and
the patriotic songs 'Jalur Gemlang' and ' Kerana Mi Mal aysia', as they
waved the Jal ur Gem | ang fl ags.

At the KLCC Park, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi and several cabinet mnisters joinedthe thousands of city dwellers
in shouting "Merdeka".

Earlier, those present were entertained to the Suria Merdeka Concert
sponsored by Petronas, KLCC, Astro and Exxon Mbil w th performances by
several popul ar |ocal artistes.

The air space over the city was brightened by the colourful fireworks
di splay fromthe Merdeka Square and KLCC Park that | asted about 10 mi nutes
whi ch was the climax for the night and greeted by | oud cheers fromthe
peopl e.

Dr Mahathir's arrival at Merdeka Square at 11.20pmwas greeted by
Cul ture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir.

Wil e waiting for 12 m dni ght, the people were entertained to patriotic
songs by | ocal artistes, poetry decl amati on and popul ar songs and excerpts
of stage plays.

A group of riders on "Comel" scooters maufactured by Modenas carri ed
the Jalur Gem | ang and presented one of the flags to Dr Mahathir.

Roads headi ng towar ds Merdeka Square and around t he KLCC wer e congest ed
with tens of thousands of city dwellers and people fromall over the
country wanting to join in the Merdeka Eve cel ebrati ons.

Simlar progranmes were al so held throughout the country.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, the Merdeka eve cel ebrations at the Stadi umSultan
I smai | Nasiruddi n Shah, began with the recital of Quranic verses in heavy
raininitially.

The downpour, which started at 8. 30pmand | ast ed about two hours, did
not prevent the people fromflocking to the stadiumto cel ebrate the
nati onal day. Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang, State Secretary
Dat uk Ku Abdul Azah Syed Al wee and State Exco nmenbers were al so present to
join in the cel ebrations.



Abdul Hadi was escorted by 1,000 notorcyclists carrying the national
flags, Jalur Genilang.

State Exco for Sports, Culture and Touri smWan Hassan Mohd Ram i | ater
| ed the procession to hand over the Jalur Genmilang to the Menteri Besar
foll owed by the i ndependence nessage by the State Secretary and the
Nati onal Day nmessage by Abdul Hadi .

The cel ebrati ons began at 9pmand were divided i nto four segnents
filled with various performances including a "Di kir Barat" by the Sound of
Ter engganu Group, songs by the Soutul Amal G oup and the state choir group,
and poetry decl amati on.

Abdul Hadi al so cheered "Merdeka" foll owed by the "Takbir".

The cel ebrations concluded with the song "Jalur Gem | ang", "Tanggal 31
Ogos" and the theme song "Because of You Mal aysia" and the "zikir" praising
t he Prohpet.

| n KOTA BAHARU, about 30, 000 peopl e gat hered at Stadi um Sul t an Mohaned
IV for the celebrations at the Kel antan state | evel .

The col ourful event, which started at 9pm was opened by Kel antan
Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Hali mAbdul Rahman who represented Menteri
Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat.

The cel ebrations began with the Forumon | ndependence whi ch t ouched on
soci al, economic and political aspects to attract youths to appreciate the
val ue of |ove for the people and nation.

This was foll owed by a 'nasyid performance by Kunpulan H jaz, a silat
denonstration by 100 exponents from' Kunpul an Sil at Dua Kal i mat' Kel ant an,
"Dikir Barat', a performance entitled 'Sinfoni Etnik Merdeka' by 150
partici pants conprising et hni c Mal ays, Thai s, |ndians, Chinese and Orang
Asli .

The climax was the countdown to 12 m dni ght foll owed by shouts of
" MERDEKA" repeated seven tinmes and the rai sing of the Jalur Genil ang which
was acconpani ed by the singing of the national anthem' Negaraku' and
' Ker anamu Mal aysi a'.

The cel ebrations concluded with a fireworks di splay which brightened
the air space over the stadium

In | PCH, about 10,000 people thronged the I poh town field to join the
Mer deka Eve cel ebrati ons which began at 9pm

There were performances by singer Erra Fazira and four cultural troupes
representing the Mal ay, Chi nese, Indian and Orang Asli comunities.

Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali arrived at about
10. 55pmto join the cromd. He was acconpani ed by state executive
councillors and seni or state governnent officials.

Inaspirited display of patriotism the crom shouted "Merdeka" seven
times on the stroke of mdni ght before the Jalur Genil ang was hoi st ed.

Thi s was foll owed by the singing of the national ant hem Negaraku and
Jal ur Gem | ang and Keranamu Mal aysi a songs.

There was a seven-ninute fireworks di splay before 45 Kong M ng Tan
| anterns were rel eased by kindergarten pupils.

In SHAH ALAM the Sultan of Sel angor Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah was
at the Dataran Kenerdekaan to join in the celebrations.

Sul tan Shar af uddi n, acconpani ed by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohanad
Khir Toyo, witnessed a parade by 20 conti ngents representing governnent
agenci es, local authorities, the private sector and non-governnent al
or gani sati ons.

Dr Mohd Khir also recited a poemtitled "Aksara Kermerdekaan" before the
count down to m dni ght began.

In ALOR SETAR, rain did not danpen the spirit of sone 10, 000 peopl e who
gat hered at Dataran Tunku to usher in the 45th National Day.

Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain al so did not budge



fromhis place on stage despite the rain.

Incidentally, as soon as the 10-second countdown to midni ght began, the
rain stopped.

At the stroke of midnight, the crowd | et out cries of "Merdeka" seven
tinmes.

A 30-m nute fireworks display then foll owed, adding gaiety to the
occasion and further lifting the spirits of the revellers.

Retired sol dier Nasir Abas, 47, received a certificate froma Ml aysi a
Book of Records representative for his feat in running solo round the
peni nsul a.

Nasir began his 1, 754kmrun i n Rantau Panjang, Kel antan, on Aug 1 and
conmpleted his journey in Padang Besar at the Ml aysi a- Thai |l and bor der
t oday.

I n KANGAR, thousands of people filled up the Stadi umU ama despite the
heavy rain to cel ebrate the Merdeka Eve.

The rain did not danpen their spirit as they waited for 12 m dni ght for
the raising of the Jalur Genilang and the singing of patriotic songs after
bei ng entertai ned by vari ous cul tural performances and wi tnessing the
presentation of i ndependence awar ds.

One of the opponents to the Mal ayan Union, Datuk Nordin Ismail, 79, was
announced as an i ndependence figure and recei ved a souvenir fromMenteri
Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m

At the cerenmpny, Shahidan al so received the Jalur Gem | ang from
participants of the Jalur Gemlang Run l ed by State Exco for Public
Utilities Datuk Yazid Mat.

One thousand runners had participated in the 40-kilometre run which
started at Padang Besar.

The Menteri Besar al so wel coned the arrival of two cyclists, WAn
Shahi dan Yahya, 43, and Adi Najib Ahmad, 26, who concluded their journey of
851 kil onmetres fromJohor Baharu to Kangar.
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