17 NOV 2002
Assenbl y- Kedah (Sul t an)
LEARNI NG SCI ENCE, MATHS IS AN OBLI GATI ON+ SULTAN

ALOR STAR, Nov 17 (Bernanms) -- The Sultan of Kedah today urged Mislins
to learn science and maths as it is a collective obligation or fardhu
ki fayah for themand they will be rewarded greatly by All ah.

Openi ng the Kedah State Assenbly Budget session, he said the use of
English to teach science and maths was ti nely and woul d benefit all as
Engl i sh provi ded access to gl obal infornmati on and conmuni cati on technol ogy
(1cm.

He wel comed the Federal Government's nove to set up the Northern Region
Sci ence Centre at Gunung Keri ang near here as this woul d hel p Kedah
students to advance in the field of science and nmat hemati cs.

The Sultan said at present nmore than 70 per cent of gl obal know edge
was in English and in the case of science 90 per cent of the know edge was
in English.

Inthis era of global econony and borderl ess world, good command of
Engl i sh and sound know edge of mat hematics and science woul d det ermi ne
Mal aysi a' s conpetitiveness, he said.

He said in pursuing the objective to nake Kedah a devel oped state by
2010, the people in fact should master not only English but al so French
Mandarin and Arabic.

The Sultan advised Miuslins in Kedah not to adopt an extrem st attitude
when chanpi oni ng and spreadi ng | sl am ¢ teachi ngs and i n st rengt heni ng
I sl am c brot herhood.

The action of a small group of Muslimextrem sts in this nodern world
had led to the stereotyping of Muslins as terrorists, which could result in
the outfl ow of investment and reduced nunber of foreign tourists and
ultimately the | osers woul d be the ordi nary peopl e and t he nati ona
econony, the Sultan said.

He urged t he people especially the young generation to conpete to
aquire know edge to liveinthis world and for the hereafter as various
institutions of learning fromprimary to tertiary | evel had been set up by
t he governnent.

"I fully support the proposal of the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to i ntroduce national service to create a disciplined
society that will | ove the country," the Sultan said.

He al so commended t he Kedah contingent to this year's Sabah Suknma
(Sukan Mal aysi a) for wi nning 17 gol d nedal s anong ot hers

He urged all rel evant departnents and agencies to continue with their
efforts to ensure a progressive rural society as envi saged under the
Devel oped Kedah Action Pl an 2010.

The " One Kanpung One Product"” project has had a positive inpact on
Kedah and was now bei ng expanded to "One Kanmpung One | ndustry" programe to
i ncrease the incone and rai se the |living standards of the rural people, he
added.
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