24 AUG 2002
Mahat hir-Hi story
LEARN HI STORY, APPRECI ATE | NDEPENDENCE TO AVO D RECOLONI ZATI ON, SAYS PM

PASI R GUDANG, Aug 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that students in schools shoul d | earn about the
country's history and appreci ate the struggl es and nmeani ng of i ndependence
so that they can avoid inheriting a country which has been recol oni zed.

He said that history was nost vital "as it shows our origins, who and
where we're heading to in the future.”

"If we are ignorant of our history, we nay conmit m stakes which have
occurred in the past...which caused us to be col oni zed for 450 years," he
sai d when cl osing the national-level patrioti smassenbly of |eaders and
students here.

Dr Mahathir said that there had been many m stakes in the country's
hi story which, if repeated, woul d be di sastrous.

He said that the significant | esson learnt fromthe country's history
was the fragnmentati on of the Mal ay states of the peninsul a where the Ml ays
wer e di sunited, paving way for col oni zati on

The prine mnister said that students were the country's future | eaders
who woul d eventual | y assune the responsi bility of uphol ding today's
achi evenents and striving for greater heights.

"To become | eaders who coul d serve the country well, who coul d devel op
the country, it is nobst essential that the future | eaders were aware of the
country's history.

“I'f we're not aware of history, then we'll not be aware of our origins.
If we're not aware of our origins, we'll not be able to deternine our
direction or where we're heading to," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that without know edge of the country's history,
future | eaders ni ght be believing that they were forgi ng ahead but they
were actually |l eading the country to retrogressi on because t hey woul d not
be able to differenti ate bet ween the path backwards and the path forward.

He reni nded that those who forget history would be puni shed by
repeatedly comm tting m st akes.

Dr Mahat hir warned of the danger of the people being caught off guard
t hrough t hi nki ng t hat Mal aysi a woul d al ways remai n i ndependent wi t hout
determ ned efforts to defend its i ndependence.

He said that the younger generation who had never experienced
col oni zation and only read about it in text books as tal es without nuch
meani ng coul d regard the struggl es for i ndependence as not hi ng
extraordi nary and as such feel that independce need not be def ended.

"This is incorrect. W shoul d be aware and understand our position...if
we do possess t he awar eness and appreci ati on of our i ndependence, then
we' |l need to be prepared to resist attacks on the country to ensure that

we are not recol oni zed," he said.

The prine mnister said that what the generation of future | eaders
needed to do was not only to | earn about history and its | essons but al so
equi p thensel ves wi t h adequat e knowl edge t o boost the strength of the
peopl e and possess the capability to defend the country.

He said that know edge woul d enabl e the people to invent and produce
t hensel ves, anpbng ot her thi ngs, sophisticated def ence equi pnent to defend
the country.

Dr Mahathir told the secondary school students who packed t he i ndoor
stadiumthat in conjunction with National Day on Aug 31, they should
cel ebrate the occasion with renewed resol ve to ensure that the country



remai ns free and i ndependent.

He said that through the I esson |l earnt fromhistory, the various races
who regard Mal aysia as their own rmust unite and possess the capability to
jointly defend their bel oved country.

"W may have originated fromnmany different countries...but Malaysiais
our country and we are all Ml aysi ans,” he said, addi ng that there was
never any intention torid any races of their identity and instead they had
been accorded such extraordinary rights and freedom

The prinme mnister rem nded the people to appreci ate tol erance and
raci al harmony and call ed on themto place enphasis ontheir simlarities
to further enhance racial harnmony to enable themto jointly defend the
country.

"Nobody can defend our country for us...we are the ones responsible in
def endi ng our country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that racial unity should be fostered right fromthe
school and university level.

He was confident that if the various races in Mal aysia were to remain
uni ted and equi p thensel ves with know edge and keepi ng abreast with
progress in the various fields, Mal aysia woul d rermai n free and i ndependent .
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