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LEARNI NG ENGLI SH W LL UPGRADE MALAYS, NOT DOMNGRADE MALAY LANGUAGE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 17 (Bernanm) -- The usage of English in | earning
Sci ence and Mat hematics in schools will only upgrade the Mal ays in the
country and will not in any way downgrade the national |anguage, Peoples’
Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M Kayveas sai d t oday.

He said that if the Mal ays were able to master English, it would not
only enable themto succeed in the international arena but would al so boost
the i mage of Mal aysi a.

He was responding to a statenment by Terenggany Menteri Besar and PAS
deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang yesterday that the usage of
English in teachi ng Sci ence and Mat hs woul d degrade t he national | anguage.

"I't will definitely not degrade the Bahasa Melayu. In fact it will take
the Mal ays to a hi gher plane where they woul d have the capablity and
capacity to neet the chall enges of the future," Kayveas tol d Ber nana.

At the sane tinme, Kayveas said, the national | anguage woul d conti nue
serving its purpose and grow ng where all other subjects in schools would
be taught in the Mal ay | angugag whil e all governnent functions would still
be conducted in that | anguage

He said that if the Mal ays becone proficient in English it would
indirectly upgrade all the other races in the country as Mal ays are the
maj ority here.

Lashi ng out at PAS, Kayveas said the opposition party was fearful and
scared that once nore Mal ays, especially those fromrural areas, naster the
Engl i sh | anguage they "woul d not |ive under the PAS i nposed coconut shel
anynore".

"PAS just wants to go on hoodwi nking the rural people as nuch as it can
but since the Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad) suggest ed
that English be used, they have becone scared that the very peopl e who t hey
have been cheating all this while will turn against them" he added.

He said that once the rural community becane conversant in English,
they woul d demand reading materials in English, which would be an
eye-opener for themto the outside world.
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