10 OCT 2002

LEBANON | NVI TES MALAYSI A TO MEETI NG ON | TS PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT FUND

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 10 (Bernamm) -- Lebanon has invited Malaysia to attend a
meeting which will be held in Paris soon to set up Lebanon's nati onal
devel opnment fund, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar sai d today.

The Lebanese governnment al so wanted to see Mal aysi a getting nore
i nvol ved i n the devel opment and i nvest nent areas of the country, especially
in econom ¢ and i nformation technol ogy fields, he told reporters after
Lebanese Prime M nister Rafic Hariri held a brief nmeeting with Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at his office here.

Hariri, who was naeki ng a stopover here en route to Japan, al so touched
on the West Asia conflict and di scussed the Palestine and Iraq i ssues with
hi s Mal aysi an counterpart.

Syed Hami d said Hariri also said that Dr Mahathir's | eadership was
hi ghly respected by the Islanmic world.

"As such, he feels that the Prime Mnister's decision (to resign after
Cct ober next year) is saddening and a cause for concern for the Islamc
worl d," he said.
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