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LEBANON WANTS TO STRENGTHEN TI ES W TH MALAYSI A

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- Lebanese Prime M nister Rafic Hariri,
who arrives here tonorrow for a three-day visit, said it will provide an
opportunity for both countries to strengthen ties especially inthe
econonmi ¢ field.

He al so said that he was | ooking forward to neet Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, "a friend of mine as well as a friend of Lebanon
and the Arab world".

"I will discuss withthe Prine Mnister the situationin the Mddle
East and the future of peace in the regi on because this is a subject he
cares about a lot as a man of peace, as a Muslimleader, and as a friend of
the Arab worl d who has al ways supported the just cause of the Pal estinian
peopl e and the rights of the Arabs,"” he said in an e-mail reply to
questions submitted by Bernana.

"We will al so discuss ways to strengthen the rel ationshi p between
Mal aysi a and Lebanon, " he sai d.

Saying that the political relationship was excellent between the two
countries, he saidthat the Mal aysi an government had al ways support ed
Lebanon especially during the Israeli occupation of Lebanon

"But we have to raise the econonmic relationship and our |evels of trade
to match the relationship inthe political field," he said.

Asked if Dr Mahathir's trip to the United States would also feature in
their talks, Hariri said that the visit cones at a very crucial tine for
the Arab and Muslimworl d.

"I't comes after the visit of Saudi Crown Prince Abdul | ah and the King
of Morocco, H s Maj esty King Muhanmad VI and other Arab and M ddl e Eastern
| eaders and in the m dst of the consultations the Arerican adninistration
is doing to fornulate its policy toward the regi on and the Arab-1sraeli
conflict.

"I will listento H's Excellency who will no doubt tal k about his
upconmi ng visit to Washi ngton

"But | amsure that the Prine Mnister's views on the situation in the
regi on and his support for peace based on international legality and United
Nations resolutions will hel p encourage the Ameri can admi nistration to push
ahead with its peace efforts,” he said.

He said that it would al so convince the Anerican adm nistration that
the Arab and Muslimconsensus in support of peace shoul d not be expended on
transitional and piecermeal solutions but rather on a conprehensive
settl enent.

Asked to comment on the United Nations' decision to cancel a
fact-finding panel in Jenin, Hariri said that Lebanon, just |ike Ml aysia,
al so regretted the UN deci sion and considered it a very danger ous
devel oprment and precedent for the international community.

"What this decision says to the rest of the world is that intransigence
pays and that there are different standards for different countries.

"This shows that Israel is getting anay with nmurder, literally, and
under the eyes of the whole world.

"It al so undermnmines the authority of the United Nations and its
mandat e, " he sai d.

Hariri said that if nothing was done to undo the situation and hold
I srael accountable, no country inthe world would respect the will of the
i nternational conmunity fromnow on



"W will live under a jungle | aw and not the rule of |law," he said.

He said that the policies of the Israeli reginme and their war on the
Pal estinians were creating a |l ot of anger in the Arab Wrld.

"As a matter of fact, what (Isreali Prine Mnister Ariel) Sharon did in
hi s war agai nst the Palestinians is that he not only destroyed their
infrastructure and their cities, and denolished t he canps on t he heads of
the famlies that live in them but also and nore i nmportantly, he destroyed
the i dea of peace and the phil osophy of peace.

"What is needed now is something as big and on the sanme scal e of what
I srael has done to restore confidence anmong the parties and restore faith
in the idea of peace,” he said.

He said that there were different ideas being circulated nowto try to
advance the peace agenda and restore normalcy to the region.

"But these ideas cannot bear fruit if they do not address the core
i ssues of the conflict, mainly ending the Israeli occupation of
Pal estinian, Syrian and Lebanese | ands, and i f the peace that is being
advanced i s not conprehensive," he said

Hariri yesterday met a del egati on of US congressmen in Beirut who was
theretorally support for a proposed international conference ai ned at
bringing I srael and the Pal estinians to the negotiating table.

"The Arabs have made their strategic decision to nake peace but the
guestion on every Arab mi nd nowis whether we have an I sraeli partner for
peace. Sharon is not a man of peace, he is a warnonger," said Hariri.
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