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REPORT ON W TNESS PROTECTI ON SYSTEM TO BE TABLED BEFORE THE CABI NET

ALOR GAJAH, June 27 (Bernama) -- The report on the proposed w tness
protection systemw || be tabl ed before the cabinet in tw weeks, Mnister
in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yati msaid today.

He said that under the system w tnesses in mgjor crimnal cases whose
Iives and properties could be harnmed may be protected.

The proposed systemhad been adapted fromthe Australian format found
to be nore suitable foll owi ng studi es of such a systemconducted i n severa
countries including the United States.

"We found that the format of the witness protection systemin Australia
is nmore practical conpared to the US system"” he told reporters here.

Earlier, he presented a worki ng paper on "Laws on Human Ri ghts" at a
t hree-day seni nar on "Enhanci ng the Royal Ml aysia Police as a
Know edge- based Organi sati on".

Rais said that the initial report on the systemhad been prepared
foll owing a meeti ng between the police and the Legal Division of the Prine
M nister's Departnent two weeks ago.

He said that the nove to i npl enent the systemwas nooted by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

The minister said that he woul d propose to the cabinet that the police
set up a special division for the protection schene.

He said that the mechanismfor such a systemhad been fine-tuned and
several sessions woul d be conducted to deternine the format and
jurisdiction, powers and their relevance to the existing laws in the
country.

"For instance, the Criminal Procedure Code (CPC), the Registration of
Crimnal s and Undersirabl e Persons Act...all these will have to be studied
first before specific proposals are nmade to the governnent.

"Anyway it should be sufficient enough to neet the requirenent, and
beyond that, we'll also have to | ook at the | egal aspects of this schene so
that it falls squarely and justly under the various | aws," he said.

He said that the systemwoul d al so equip the police with a nore
practi cal nechanismto fight serious crines in the country.

On human rights, Rais said that the police had proven to be positive
towards the creation of a situation of rule of | aw and human rights in the
country.

"OF course we are not saying everything is perfect but we are arriving
at that | evel and the nore they are aware of the scenario, their rights and
obligations, the better it is," he said.
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