02/ 01/ 2002
Legislation to ensure better protection for crinme wtnesses

Fay Angela D cruz

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Draft legislation to ensure witnesses to crinme are
better protected is in its final stages. This proposed law wll allow
persons to assune new names and resettle in different parts of the
country.

The law, which is simlar to those found in devel oped nations, would
provide for the establishnent of a conprehensive w tness protection
pr ogr ame.

Currently, witnesses are protected by the police but they cannot assune
new identities and have to nove to new areas on their own accord.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Rais Yatimin
confirmng this, said work on the | egislation began in April which
i ncl uded gathering informati on and feedback fromthe rel evant authorities.

"The formul ati on of the new Act would result in amending the Evidence
Act and Crimnal Procedure Code," he said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had early this year said
that there had been cases where witnesses were threatened with dire
consequences.

"I think witnesses can be protected,"” he had said, citing severa
exanpl es of nurder cases bei ng unsol ved because peopl e were not
forthcomng with information or testinony for fear of their lives.

It is learnt that under the witness protection programre, the Attorney-
Ceneral ' s chanbers can recomend that potential w tness or nenbers of the
famly of potential w tnesses be placed under the progranme.

Recently, there have been several cases of witness tanpering and threats
agai nst those who | odge police reports.

In Septenber this year, P. Mallika, 26, told the Press she feared for
the safety of her famly and herself after her husband, R A John
| rut hayanat han, was rmur der ed.

Mal I'i ka, who was five nonths' pregnant with her fifth child, had | odged
a police report in July that her eight-year-old daughter was abducted and

raped. However, the gangsters nanaged to | ocate her, broke into her home
and assaulted her and the children for failing to withdraw the police
report.

Pemadam vi ce- presi dent Datuk Lee Lam Thye said a new |l egislation to
protect eyew tnesses was necessary as it would nmake the people feel safe
when offering informati on or |odging police reports.
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