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Let Chinese renmain the nedium of instruction

Yap Thi am Hee

QOUR founding fathers had the wi sdom courage, nagnanimty and foresight to
al I ow Chi nese and English to be the medium of instruction in all nationa
type primary schools for six years.

The system of national type primary school education worked extrenely
well until sonme tinme in the |970s, when the then Education Mnister, Datuk
Pati nggi Abdul Rahman Ya' akub, introduced a new national education policy
and converted all national schools, except the national-type Chi nese and
Tam | primary schools, into Bahasa Ml aysi a medi um schools. This saw t he
dem se of the Sekol ah Rendah Jeni s Kebangsaaan (I nggeris).

Had the Governnent allowed the SRIK (lnggeris) to exist, we would
definitely have noved forward nuch faster, given the good foundation in
English for our children. But |et by-gones be bygones, and |let us
acknow edge the courage and wi sdom of Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad in introduci ng English as a medi um of instruction in the
teachi ng of Science and Mathematics fromprimary to tertiary |evels.

For the Chinese primary schools, the problemis not so nuch to raise the
standard of science and mat hematics, but the standard of English. It was
t heref ore suggested that English teaching should be made conpul sory in al
Chi nese primary schools begi nning from Standard 1, instead of Standard 3
as is being taught at present.

In the final analysis, English and Mandarin are very useful globally,
spoken in the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly and Security Council. While
English will help in the advancenent of science and technol ogy Mandari n,
wi th China energing as an econom ¢ power house, is nost beneficial in
commer ce, trade and industry.

Hence, let the Chinese primary schools continue to use Chinese as a
medi um of instruction in all subjects except |anguage subjects. Do not
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