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Cabl e Car (EMBARGO Wednesday/COct 23 - with pix)
LANGKAW CABLE CAR TO TAKE TOURI SM TO NEW HEI GHTS

A Speci al Report By: Hammad Wari man

LANGKAW : Langkaw 's aquamari ne wat ers and sandy beaches wi |l have an
additional allure cone Novenber when visitors can have a bird' s eye vi ew of
the i sland and the greenery of its Machi nchang range.

This is because the | ong-awaited cable car service will operate on Nov
1.

A brainchild of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, the
cable car will take visitors to the top of Gunung Machi nchang where t hey
can al so see the Thai island of Tarutao and Satun coastline.

The Prime M nister hinself had nooted the i dea for the project when he
fl ew over Gunung Machi nchang in a helicopter during his visit in 1999.

The RMA6-ni |l lion cable car project connecting an i ntegrated shoppi ng
conplex, Oriental Village in Burau Bay wi th Gunung Machi nchang i s a joi nt
venture project by Doppl e-Mayer of Austria and a | ocal conpany.

Visitors will not only get to hear the tale of Gunung Machi nchang but
will al so see the beauty of its geol ogical park which has the potential to
be classified as a world heritage park.

VI EW FROM THE TOP

The 15-minute journey up the mountain is definitely not for the
faint-hearted but the scenery of the 4,167 hectares of virgin jungle of the
Machi nchang forest reserve and waterfalls of the | egendary Seven Wl s
(Tel aga Tujuh) is a feast for the eyes.

An interesting and rare feature of the cable car is the "angle station"
hal f way up the mountai n where t he gondol as nake a 45-degree turn to reach
the top for nmore view ng platforms and wal kways.

Visitors will be given the option of getting down at both stations to
wal k about and enjoy the scenery.

"Such natural beauty and nonuments are sel domseen anywhere el se in
thi s conbi nation," said Langkawi Cabl e Car Sdn Bhd general nanager Teoh
Cheng Kung.

Areturn ride costs RML5 for an adult and RMLO per chil d.

ENG NEERI NG FEAT

Teoh sai d the sel ected gondol a cabl e car system allow ng for |ong span
of over 900 netres and the "angle station" were the only realistic
alternativeto fulfil the stringent conditions of Machi nchang. The ot her
options were either environmental ly or technically inconpatible.

During the early stage of the project, construction nmaterials had to be
lifted to the mountain work sites by helicopters in conbinationwth an
auxi l i ary worki ng cabl e as bot h net hods were the | east intrusive and nost
environnment-friendly, he added.

Teoh said the master plan for Gunung Machi nchang united all the
attractive features together with the cabl e car systeminto one coherent
concept where it allows visitors discreet and controll ed access to:

* several 360-degree panorama platforns;

* viewing galleries at dramatic rock features;

* a science nuseumwith nultinmedia and i nteractive exhibits;

* nurseries, and

*wildlife observation towers and "ani mal showcases".

The second phase of devel opment will include restaurants, recreational
facilities, suspended bri dges across Panther Vall ey and at the edge of the



Funnel, two natural features of the park

Project consultant Dr Peter A Wss said the systemused
state-of-the-art technol ogy with enphasis on safety which included four
back-up systems to ensure the gondol as coul d be brought back to the base
station at any time.

"Visitors are assured of a safe, fun and unforgettable ride in the
cabl e cars," he said.

He said the distance between the base station and the top of Gunung
Machi nchang is 2.2 kmand visitors woul d be sone 70 neters above the
rai nforest of the Machi nchang Range.

There are three stations for the cable car, one at the top and the
ot her on the eastern bridge beside the ground station at the Oriental
Vi | | age.

There are three points for passengers to catch the cable car - at the
ground, m ddl e and peak stations.

THE GONDOLAS
Al'l in, the 35 gondol as have a maxi numcapacity to ferry 700 passengers
per hour.

Dr Wss said the suspension towers pl aced between the niddl e and t he
top station are 905 netres high.

The project has a certified EIA report.

He sai d Gunung Machi nchang has no foot access due to its steepness,
therefore it is largely preserved inits natural state and the best
approach up is through the cabl e car

Proposed to be naned t he "Machi nchang Nature Park", Dr Wss said it has
hi gh educational val ue for geol ogi cal studies and an even hi gher bot any
val ue with a sprout of untouched wild orchids grow ng through every facet
of the nountain.

He expects 70 percent of the visitors to Langkawi to patronise the
cabl e car.

Dr Wss who led a consultant teamto survey the nountain in May 2000,
said they had uncovered its potential by 10 folds and the project can
beconme a maj or addition to the existing list of tourismproducts inthe
| egendary i sl and.

Gunung Machi nchang whi ch has the rock fossils call ed sandstones, is one
of the oldest in the country and it has a crater and two position peaks
with an awesone view of the island resort and its surroundi ng 99 sister
i sl ands.

Cul ture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir
during his visit tothe project recently said the cable car service is
poi sed to become Langkaw 's premi er attraction and is a "must visit"
desti nati on.

He said a mini rock nmuseumshowcasi ng a variety of rocks found on the
nmountai n that are about 500 nmillion years old, anong t he ol dest in the
region, will be built to tell its history.

DUTY- FREE SHOPPI NG FACI LI TI ES

The cabl e car ground station connected to the Oriental Vill age
i nt egrated shoppi ng conplex or the "retail theatre" conplex will provide a
high quality retail environment to nake Langkawi a premier tourist
destinati on.

Oiental Village was specially designed and crafted to provide a new
concept in resort duty-free shoppinginline with the governnent ains to
attract nore tourists here and establish the island with a reputation of
bei ng the nost best duty-free shopping area in the region.

More than 30 speciality outlets will also offer a diverse variety and



range of brands and products.

Each outl ets has been themed and desi gned to provide a uni que and
stimul ati ng shoppi ng experience, conplenented with fine to noderate dining
restaurants selling Chinese, Thai and Mal ay specialities.

The soft | aunch of the cable car project which was held for six days
begi nning [ ast Thursday, was well received with the official opening by Dr
Mahat hir planned for a | ater date. -- Bernama
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