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Pro | eague killing the gane

Vi jesh Rai
THE pl an, when the idea of Ml aysian soccer going professional was first
t hought of, was to nake the country a powerhouse in the gane.

The years before soccer went sem -professional in 1989 had been
relatively successful, with Ml aysia qualifying for the 1972 and 1980
a ynpi cs.

Those were comendabl e achi evenents and an indication that Ml aysia had
a solid structure already in place and professionalismcould only take the
ganme to a higher stage

In fact, even Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and his
deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi can't believe how | ow soccer has
fallen.

And after 14 years of "professional” soccer, it can be concl uded that
the Prem er League is killing Ml aysi an foot ball

It has totally envel oped the m nds of nost of the State FAs, whose only
real function is to buy as many players as possible in order to win
honours.

These State FAs have totally forgotten their other responsibility,
devel opnent .

Most State | eagues have stopped churning out players sinply because the
officials are too busy with the Prem er League and talent scouting is
somet hing that has been | ong forgotten

How el se can one explain the yearly process of calling for Premer
League trial s?

Sonme States have sound devel opnent programmes but in their bid to keep
abreast with the top teans, they don't have the courage to use their own
honegrown tal ent.

They rather buy and bal k, as Perlis have done, when players start
demandi ng five-figure salaries.

But who do we bl anme for mediocre players pricing thenselves so highly?
The teans, as they are the ones who have allowed this unhealthy trend to
reach such epi dem c proportions.

They prefer using the sane players year in, year out and there are sone
pl ayers who have played for as nmany as five teans in a period of six
years.

However, they still attract top dollar but the problemis, several teans
are in deep financial trouble.

One State, it is learnt, is so heavily in debt that even if the FA of
Mal aysi a was to advance next year's RML mllion Prem er League subsidy, it
won't be enough to cover that particular State's non-paynment of salaries
and ot her financial obligations.

There are some who have fallen foul of the Enpl oyees Provident Fund and
one State owes the EPF alnost RML million

And the States are in debt nostly because they offer high salaries to
nmedi ocre players. Several have not paid salaries for the |ast four nonths
and this pronpted FAMto settle the unpaid wages of the national players
who are preparing for the Tiger Cup.

That the majority of players are nmediocre is sonething which cannot be
deni ed, especially if the national teams results are an indication

Last year's Sea Ganes silver medal was the first hardware the nationa
team had won in the regional Ganmes in six attenpts. During that tine,

Mal aysi a had been beaten by the |ikes of the Philippines and Laos. And



this is only in South East Asia.

Mal aysi a's standard is so bad that on Sunday, FAM deputy president
Tengku Abdul | ah Sultan Ahmad Shah told the national players that Ml aysia
is at risk of being lunmped with the worse in Asia if they don't buck up.

To FAM s credit, it is trying to revive the ganme at grassroots but this
will be to no avail if the State FAs, the ones really in position to
breathe Iife back into the sport, continue to focus their attention only
on the Prem er League.

FAM after years of giving, nust start demandi ng dividends and nust al so
be brave in executing puni shnent.

It has kicked a clubside out for non-paynent of salaries and FAM nust be
willing to do the sane with its State affiliates.

FAM must al so stop giving the annual subsidy for, despite its good
intentions, it has resulted in States getting |azy.

And it rmust ensure that the State FAs play a bigger role in the various
devel opnent programres for as long as FAMtries to do everything, nothing
will be attained.
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