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LI D- Progress (W ap-up)
LI D HELPS DEVELOPI NG NATI ONS BETTER UNDERSTAND GLOBAL | SSUES

By: Yong Soo Heong

LANGKAW , Aug 4 (Bernama) -- At the end of the three-day d obal 2002
Langkawi International D al ogue (LI D) yesterday, no official communique or
statenment was i ssued. But it was not usual for statenents to be i ssued at
t he end of such deliberations. Instead, the | eaders, after having di scussed
various reports prepared by key i nterest groups or |inks, spoke on the
progress of the smart partnership movenent and howit has hel ped them
under st and gl obal issues better.

This i s because the essence of such gatherings was consensus anong t he
participants, including the | eaders, on the i ssues at hand i n an at nosphere
of informality.

Chi ef anong the i ssues where agreenment was struck was on econormic
terrorism a concern highlighted by Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad. Here the partici pants, including the |l eaders, felt that
devel opi ng countries ought to be united and speak with one voi ce when
confronting stronger and richer nations of the industrialised West on the
i ssue of gl obalisation.

Consensus on that was achieved in the spirit of cooperation through
smart partnering.

And there appears to be sone |light at the end of the tunnel as far as
how devel opi ng countri es can nove the smart partnership process forward
when Ghanai an Presi dent John A Kuf our said their cohesive stand can nake
the strong and the rich behave in a nore responsi bl e manner towards the
poor and the weak.

Wth their united stand through smart networking, he felt that
countries which are currently poor and weak can still have a niche in
gl obal i sati on because they will not be al one. O herwi se, they will have
great fear when noving i nto the unknown worl d of gl obalisation.

Wth the realisation that devel opi ng countries can be a force to be
reckoned with, d obal 2002 LID participants felt that they shoul d cooperate
and share information prior to negotiations on international issues such as
the Wrld Trade Organi sation (WO neeting.

Even wi t hout of ficial pieces of paper or docunents, it cannot be denied
that @ obal 2002 LI D had nade nmuch tangi bl e progress on a nunber of areas.

For instance, Dr Mahathir said the sharing of experiences was
exceptional ly i nval uabl e, particularly on national governance and
adm ni stration, because there was no school for prinme mnisters and
presidents or woul d-be prine mnisters and presidents.

The First Ladies, who came along with their husbands, also had a
fruitful neeting when they agreed to conpil e songs sung by themin a
conpact disc to raise funds for those affected by drought in Africa.

As for the Smart News Network International (SNNi), a news exchange
armong rmedi a or gani sations i n Mal aysi a, Mbzanbi que, | esotho, South Afri ca,
Uganda, Zi nbabwe, Botswana and Nam bia, its nenbership will be expanded
soon as a news organi sation fromGChana, G aphi c Comuni cation, is keento
j oin.

Mal aysia's of fer to have t he Labuan Fi nanci al Exchange as a "surrogate
exchange" for African conpani es keen on tappi ng funds fromthe capital
mar ket has begun to attract interest, especially fromUganda.

Al t hough busi ness deal s were not publicly announced, it is believed
t hat many negoti ati ons had been hel d between t he private sector nenbers.

In fact, one Lesot ho busi nessman i s del aying his departure so that he



can have a first-hand | ook at the Multimedi a Super Corridor and hol d tal ks
with Mal aysian officials on cooperation in nultinedia education.

These are just a few exanples of the "win-win" concept in action at
d obal 2002 LID. And there certainly are many nore given that the
net wor ki ng process had enabl ed many governnment of fici al s and busi nessnmen to
nove the smart partnership forward by understanding i ssues as well as one
anot her better.
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