01 DEC 2002
PAS- Menor andum
SAR: PAS PLANS TO SUBM T MEMORANDUM TO ALL SULTANS

ALOR STAR, Dec 1 (Bernama) -- The PAS Youth wing plans to submt a
menorandumto all Sul tans concerning the nove by the governnent to stop
financial assistance to the sekol ah agama rakyat (SAR).

Head of the PAS national Youth wi ng, Mahfuz Orar sai d the nmenorandum
aimed to explain the inplications that woul d ari se should the per capita
grant be stopped, torefute all the adverse all egations agai nst SARand to
appeal to the Sultans to do something to save the school s.

He said the neeting would be held after the Hari Raya Puasa and he
hi nsel f woul d | ead the del egation that would nmeet with the Sultans.

"PAS Yout h hopes that the Sultans would accept the menorandum as an
effort to save SAR frombei ng cl osed down, " he said at a nedi a conference,
here today.

Mahfuz said that as head of the Islamic religionin their respective
states, the Sultans could do sonething to ensure that SAR woul d conti nue to
recei ve assi stance.

After the Umo Suprene Council neeting in Kual a Lunpur on Friday, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was reported to have said that the
government had deci ded to stop giving assi stance to SAR

Mahfuz al so defended the SAR and refuted al |l egati ons by certain groups
t hat such school s were spreadi ng devi ati oni st teachi ngs.

Conmmenting on the Health M nistry's proposal to create private wards at
government hospitals, he said PAS Youth objected the nove as it would bring
about negative effects to the | ower-incone group.

"The m nistry should reviewthe proposal as it would bring adverse
effects to the peopl e especially the poor who woul d not be able to afford
expert services," he said.

Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng was recently reported as saying
that the proposal to create private wards i n government hospitals ainmed to
attract nore nedical experts to serve with the government.
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