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LEADERSHI P CHANGE W LL NOT HARM ECONOWY, SAYS MUSTAPA

MACHANG, July 7 (Bernama) -- The planned change in Mal aysia's
| eadership fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to his deputy
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi wi || not harmthe nati onal econony,

Nat i onal Econom c Acti on Council| (NEAC) Executive Director Datuk Mistapa
Mohamed sai d today.

He said the change woul d not |ead to foreign investors turning to other
countri es.

"We find that |ocal and foreign markets have reacted very favourably
because the transition of power was planned carefully and orderly.

"This has nade it very clear to the i nvestors on what wi |l happen
next," he told reporters after neeting Universiti Teknol ogi Mara (U TM
students fromthe Machang branch canpus.

On the possibility of Dr Mahathir appointing a new Fi nance M ni ster,
Mistapa said it was the prine mnister's prerogative.

He al so advi sed Mal aysi ans not to be contended with their confortable
I'ife now but instead work harder to i nprove the national econony and
attract nore foreign investnents to the country.

He said in future China, Singapore and Thail and woul d be anbng t he
countries that woul d energe as keen conpetitors to Mal aysia i n wooi ng
foreign investnents.

"Al t hough we have becone the fastest growi ng country, we shoul d not be
contended with the achi evenent," he sai d.

Must apa sai d Mal aysi ans nmust practi se a hardworki ng and productive
culture to increase productivity and mnim se production cost.

He sai d Mal aysi a had many advant ages, including calibre | eaders capabl e
of steering the country in tackling challenges posed by gl obal i sation
besi des mai ntaining lasting political stability.
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