03 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r- Nati onal i st
LANGUAGE NATI ONALI STS NOT TRUE NATI ONALI STS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today nationalists who only fight for the | anguage are not true
nati onalists because a true nationalist is one who strives to devel op the
race as a whol e.

The prinme mnister rem nded t hose who regarded t hensel ves as
nationalists fighting for the Mal ay | anguage not to practi se extrem smin
their quest.

"Don't be | anguage fanatics, we want knowl edge. W live in the
information era," he said when opening a sem nar on "Handl i ng The K-Econony
Chal | enges: The Rol e O The Young Generati on Towards The | CT Cul ture"
organi sed by Umo Youth, here.

He said that the English | anguage was a know edge | anguage and t hat
wi t hout fluency and understanding of the | anguage it would be difficult for
Mal aysi ans to master the know edge and i nformati on avail abl e.

Those who opposed the use of English and only want ed Mal aysi ans to be
skilled in the Mal ay | anguage were not true nationalists, he said.

"Atrue nationalist is one who wants to see his race stand and sit on
par with the other races in the world.

"Thi s cannot be achieved if (the people) are only fluent in the Ml ay
| anguage because it is not enough," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi ans nust master | anguages t hat coul d benefit
themand in fact for the Malays, it would not be such a burden to master
two | anguages, nanely Mal ay and Engli sh.

The Chinese were able to master the two | anguages besi des their not her
t ongue, he said.

He said the informati on and know edge skills were nowin English and it
woul d be slowand tedious if the information had to be translated into
Mal ay.

Besi des being good in both | anguages, the translator also had to be an
expert inthe field concerned so that the essence was not | ost, he added.

He al so said that it woul d be pointless to pepper one's speech with
Mal ay proverbs if the audience did not understand the | anguage because such
| anguage coul d only be used when comuni cati ng wi t h peopl e who under st ood
it.

He said, for exanple, that if one spoke in Malay in Geneva on the topic
of the Mal ays not di sappearing fromthe earth, one woul d not be understood
by t he audi ence who were fromvarious cul tural and |inguistic banckgrounds.

Dr Mahat hir said al though the services of an interpreter or translator
coul d be used, it did not necessarily nean that they could transl ate every
word accurately and this coul d cause m sunder st andi ng bet ween the two
si des.
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