05/ 12/ 2002

Li ow ready to pave way for Ah Lek's coneback

BENTONG, Wed. - Bentong MP Liow Tiong Lai said he is willing to pave the
way for former MCA deputy president Datuk Seri Lim Ah Lek to contest the
Bent ong parlianmentary constituency in the general election

Liow said Lims return to active politics was very neaningful to the
Bari san Nasional as it would contribute greatly to BN s success in the
general el ection.

"I welconme Lims presence in the comng election as he will surely be
able to make a difference.

"He is soneone who al ways pl aces the party's struggle before hinself."

Li ow said Limhad al so played a significant role in attracting the
Chi nese voters in the by-elections in Indera Kayangan in Perlis and Ketari
i n Bent ong.

"I feel it would be best for Limto be with us in the com ng genera
el ection as his presence will benefit BN, " he said yesterday.

Li ow was commenting on Lims statenent that he was willing to contest in
t he general election

Lim after the MCA's 53rd anniversary dinner at Sekol ah Rendah Jenis
Kebangsaan (C) Repas, last night, said if he had the support of the people
he woul d make a coneback

"I amprepared to return and face the challenge in the next genera
election only if I have the support of the people and if they want ne to
do so," said the fornmer Human Resources M nister and forner Bentong M

Limsaid the 1999 general election had seen the Opposition in Pahang
retaining the Triang seat and wi nning seven other seats in the State.

"The i nfluence of the Opposition is also a reason for ne to nmake a
coneback.

"If I amnot able to contest, | will still continue to give ny services
and undi vi ded support to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and
his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw ," he said.
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