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Local ICT sector on par with well-known hubs

M K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The CGovernnent's efforts to devel op the Information
Conmmuni cati on and Technol ogy sector has paid off with Ml aysia being

pl aced on par with other well-known international |CT hubs.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said the United Nati ons Devel opnent
Programme pl aced Malaysia in the same category as the Silicon Valley and
Boston in the United States, StockholmKista in Swmeden, Dublin in Ireland
and Bangalore in India in its annual report |ast year

"Al t hough Mal aysi a has achi eved encour agi ng devel opnent in ICT, we have
to identify the areas where further attention is needed so that ICT
devel opnent could be intensified,” the Prime Mnister said.

Launchi ng the national personal conputer, Kommas (Konputer Nasional), at
the Md Valley Mega Mall here today, he said one area that needed to be
| ooked into was the digital gap which existed in two forns.

One was the gap between those who could afford conmputers and those who
could not and the other was between the conmputer literate and illiterate.

"Indirectly, the gap al so exists between the rural and urban people. The
af fordability anong urban people is higher than the rural people.™

He noted that 65 per cent of conputer owners in the country lived in
large cities |ike Kuala Lunpur, Johor Baru and Penang.

Al t hough several factors contributed to the digital gap, Dr Mhathir
said an inportant reason was the price of personal conputers which was
directly linked to affordability.

He said the operating and application system currently being
nmonopol i sed by several international conpanies, nmade up between 25 and 40
per cent of the cost of a conputer.

"We have to pay licensing fees to all types of operating and application
systens to these conpani es which raise the price of conmputers. The end
users will eventually have to bear the cost."

He commended DRB-H com Info Tech Sdn Bhd, which produces the nationa
personal computer for using an open source based on the Linux system and
not the operating and application system nonopolised by internationa
conpani es.

He said sone of the large international |CT conpanies such as |BM
Intel, Sun Mcrosystem and Oracle and several Covernnment agencies in the
US, CGermany and France had started using the Linux concept.

He said the Linux concept gave the freedomto use any operation and
application systemwi thout having to pay |licence fees.

"I have been informed that by using this concept, DRB-H comcan sell its
conputers for bel ow RV, 000, a price which is afforable to many
Mal aysi ans. | am al so happy that DRB-H com has made | oan arrangenents with

several financial institutions for potential buyers, especially civil
servants and co-operative nmenbers who only have to pay RVbO on nonthly
instal ments. "

Dr Mahathir said Kommas was avail able in English and Bahasa Mal aysi a
used a flexible application system was user-friendly and had Internet
access facilities.

"The application system al so has sone local elenents such as famly
values init."

He said the PC concept was nooted by sone local ICT qualified people and
entrepreneurs to hel p the Government reduce the digital gap

He proposed that DRB-H comcarry out programmes in rural areas to



develop ICT facilities.

He al so urged the conpany to introduce its conmputer through pil ot
projects in rural schools.

"By doing so, we will know the software and applicati ons needed by these
school s, " he said.

Dr Mahathir noted that the nunmber of conputer owners had increased from
610,000 in 1995 to 2.5 mllion |l ast year while Internet users increased
from 13,000 in 1995 to 1.2 mllion in 2000.

He said the Governnent was working with the private sector to reduce the
digital gap between rural and urban areas besides achi eving the one hone
one conputer concept.
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