19/ 08/ 2002

Race promoter di San Germano all praises for |ocal organisation

WTH a worl dwi de tel evision audience from 170 mllion homes view ng the
Formul a Power boat Mal aysian Grand Prix in Seri Kenbangan yesterday, it was
a success and Ml aysia has done well yet again in event organisation.

I nternational Mdtorboat Union (UM pronoter Nicolo di San Germano said,
al t hough the crowd turnout was | ess than that of |last year's race in
Johor, the sale of television rights alone has made the M nes Resort City
a viable venue to be granted a permanent race site status.

"Definitely, the turnout was |ess than what we had in Johor |ast year.
But unfortunately, right nowtelevision rights also play a role in
ensuring the success of this event,"” said di San Germano.

"On the other hand was the magnificent organisation of the event. And |
have tol d people that Malaysia is like the university of events
organi sation. This, | say with 30 years of experience in organising
i nternational events.

"Mal aysia is the best place to organi se events because of the support
and ent husi asm at every level, fromthe Governnent right down to the
people it has been great," said di San Germano.

After a discussion with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad,
Sports M ni ster Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein and Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir, di San Gernmano said next year's
Mal aysi an Grand Prix has been schedul ed for Septenber.

"This is because, according to them there are too nany big events goi ng
on in August and we have agreed to nove the Grand Prix to | ate Septenber,™
said di San CGernmano.

"W want to have the race in Malaysia and it won't be a probl em having
it in Septenmber. And we al so di scussed matters concerning the nmarketing of
Mal aysia's tourismindustry which could be done through powerboats," he
added.

"I also told themthat | hope to see Sinmon Saw in every | eg next season.
W want to see himin all races,"” said di San Germano, referring to
Mal aysia's sole wildcard entry in the Ml aysian G and Prix.
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