26/ 06/ 2002

Leaders respect and accept PM s decision

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Expressing sadness that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad will retire next year, Barisan Nasional |eaders today
sai d they none-thel ess respected and accepted his decision.

They al so wel comed Dr Mahathir's decision not to retire abruptly, as
this would allow a snooth transition to his successor adm nistration.

The | eaders, who held an hour-long neeting chaired by deputy chairnman
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi at the Umo headquarters, also wel coned
Dr Mahathir's decision to nane Abdul | ah as his successor.

BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat, speaki ng on behal f of the
| eaders, said the BN wel coned and supported the Prine Mnister's
suggestion for Abdullah to be the acting Prinme Mnister and Barisan
Nasi onal chai rman when the Prime Mnister is on |eave.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after the neeting, Mhaned said the BN
| eaders had expressed their full confidence in Abdullah as Dr Mahathir's
successor as Prime Mnister.

He said the BN urged its conponent nmenbers to accept and respect Dr
Mahat hir's decision to retire.

"BN nenbers nust remain united and strive to strengthen the party in
facing future challenges," said Mhaned.

Abdul | ah, who was present at the Press conference, said the BN | eaders
had received a detail ed explanation of the Prime Mnister's decision and
what had transpired at the nmeeting between the Umo nanagenent conmittee
menbers and Dr Mahathir on Sunday.

The BN | eaders were also briefed on the outcone of the earlier Umo
supreme council neeting.

Abdul | ah sai d everyone at the neeting expressed sadness that the Prine
M ni ster had decided to retire next year.

"We have to face the reality and the Prine Mnister has deci ded when he
wants to retire,” he said.

Abdul | ah sai d the unani mous support given by the BN | eaders had gi ven
hi m confi dence in carrying out his duties.

He prom sed that in the course of carrying out his duties as the acting
Prime Mnister and BN chai rman, he woul d appreciate every co-operation
gi ven by the BN | eaders.

Abdul | ah said he believed in consulting the | eaders so as to arrive at a
deci sion coll ectively.

He stressed that the BN net hod of decision-making had resulted in the
political stability of the country.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who was the first BN | eader
to speak at the Press conference, said the whole country was happy that Dr
Mahat hi r had changed his tinmetable for retiremnent.

"Dr Mahathir being the superman-Prine Mnister that he is, has led the
country for 21 years and there were tines he was happy, there were tines
he was frustrated.

"The whol e country is happy that he has heeded the voice of the people
and agreed to change his tinetable for retirenent.

"MCA congratul ates Datuk Seri Abdullah on his appointnent as the Prine
M ni ster's successor and hopes that at the prescribed tinme he snmoothly and
successful ly takes over.

"I wish to state our undivided support to Pak Lah."

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said the MC had fully supported



Dr Mahathir for 21 years.

"Today Dr Mahathir has chosen Pak Lah to repl ace hi mwhen he (Dr
Mahat hir) retires next year.

"We fully respect Dr Mahathir's decision and pledge our full support to
his successor," he said.

Sarawak Chief Mnister and Parti Pesaka Bum putra Bersatu president Tan
Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud said the party would do its best to support and
assi st Abdullah in his work.

CGerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said the people were very
grateful that Dr Mahathir had decided to stay on and lead in the
transition period.

"We respect his decision to retire and thank himfor all his
contributions and pl edge our fullest support to his successor.

"The peopl e, meanwhile, should not engage in unwarranted specul ati on as
there is nothing to specul ate about and should instead respect the Prine
M nister's wi shes," he said.

SNAP presi dent Datuk Amar Janes Wwing KimMn said nothing in this world
| asts forever, and the people should be grateful that under Dr Mahathir's
| eader shi p, Ml aysia had progressed by | eaps and bounds.

"We fully support and accept the appoi ntment of Datuk Seri Abdullah as
his successor, we will render our close co-operation and assistance in the
spirit of Barisan Nasional."

Parti Bersatu Sabah president Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan said it
was inportant for the country to have an orderly transition of power and
Dr Mahathir's transition plan would be successful.

He said although it would be sad to see Dr Mahathir go, the reality had
to be accepted that one day he would have to retire.

"W will do our best to ensure that the country will continue to succeed
under the new | eadership of Abdullah.™"

Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president Tan Sri Joseph Kurup said he
was at a | oss over what to say when he heard about Dr Mahathir's
resi gnati on.

"He has changed us. In the eyes of the country and the world. W were
proud when he was invited to nmeet Pope John Paul 1. But we have to face
reality. W pray that he will be in the best of health and we will help
realise his plan."

Kurup added that PBRS woul d gi ve Abdul l ah all the support he needed when
he took over from Dr Mahathir.

Li beral Denocratic Party president Datuk Chong Kah Kiat said Dr Mahathir
had on several occasions expressed his desire to retire, and his decision
nmust be respected since he has naned a worthy successor.

"W express our confidence and support for Abdullah. LDP will work to
ensure an orderly transfer of power and responsibility. LDP Sabah has
understood Dr Mahathir's wi shes and we support them™

Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak president Datuk Amar Leo Mbggi e said even
though it would be a sad thing to see Dr Mahathir go, he was grateful that
he agreed to the suprene council nmenbers' request not to quit abruptly.

"This is so that we can have a snooth transition between hinself and his
successor, to whomwe will give our full support.”

Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) president Datuk Yong Teck Lee said: "W
thank the Prime Mnister for having tirelessly served us for the past 21
years. He was one | eader who al ways had the interest of the people and the
country at heart.

"He has now decided to retire and, though we feel sad, we respect his
decision. W al so pledge our full support for his successor, Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahnmad Badaw . "

Peopl e's Progressive Party president Datuk M Kavyeas said: "W are



t hankful that Dr Mahathir has agreed to lead the nation for a further 15
nont hs.

"The Prime Mnister has made our country proud, has done many things and
saved our country from many tough times.

"W hope that Ml aysians will not make conparisons and make it difficult
for his successor... they have to understand the situation and see that
the country continues to prosper."

Uni t ed Pasoknmonogun Kadazan-dusun Murut Organi sation (UPKO) president
Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said his party had no choice but to accept the
Prinme Mnister's decision.

"W al so support his succession plan as announced by Pak Lah today. W
hereby pl edge our continued full support in the spirit of Barisan Nasional
and for the continued devel opnent of Mal aysia," he added.

Sarawak United Peoples Party (SUPP) president Tan Sri Dr George Chan
said Dr Mahathir was a very considerate man who had put his personal
desires aside so that the country would remain stable.

"We respect his decision to retire and we are sure that Pak Lah will be
able to take over effectively and we hereby pledge our full support in the
true spirit of Barisan Nasional."
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