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Let's cone together as one

Ram Ganesan

A COUPLE of years fromnow, youths will be taking over the reins of this
country. Wen that happens, we want you to hand over a Malaysia that is
still safe, both economically and politically stable and where the rakyat
live in peace and harnony.

Qur aimwould be to make this country better in every sense. But for us
to do this, we need to start |aying the groundwork now, to ensure that
Mal aysi ans are one, in spirit, heart and soul

To commemorate the country's resilience and success over the past 45
years, tonmorrow, with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and
his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, we will celebrate the "One
Nation, We Care" event at the Bukit Jalil National Stadiumin Kuala
Lumpur .

This event is expected to see a congregation of nore than 100, 000
peopl e. A strong show of nunbers indeed.

But really, what is our understanding of One Nation? Have we achieved it
or are we still far fromrealising this status? If so, what should we do?
Several youths conment.

THE real neaning of "One Nation" is where every citizen is proud to say
she or he is Malaysian rather than just Chinese, |Indian or Malay. But
until today, | see ny friends gather in groups of their own races.

We are tolerant of each other. But things have to go deeper than this if
we want to maintain harnony and stability. For instance, in religion, we
must make an effort to understand each other's faith.

We nust also be able to talk freely about the problens we are facing
wi t hout fearing any repercussions. O course, all this has to be done in a
di pl omati c, peaceful way.

For instance, the issue of neritocracy. It was a very sensitive subject
before, but now, it's being discussed openly. This is a positive step

towards One- Nationness. It nmay take sonme tine, but gradually, we'll get
there.

And it's good that the political and econom c situation here is strong
and that allows for these changes. - Low Yew Wai, 21, accountancy student

I DO not think that we have truly achieved this "One Nation" status yet
because racial integration could be inproved. Schools should not only
teach students to be respectful of each other's race but al so explain WHY
t hey shoul d respect each other's faiths.

This is a good way to nould a great nation that will think and nove as

one. Education is the way to go. - Jihan Yahya, 19, advertising and
mul ti medi a st udent
BEI NG a Malay, | personally feel that we have been spoilt with all Kkinds

of special rights. From cheaper houses (Bumis get to enjoy a 10 per cent)
to easier university access, we have been spoonfed all the way.
These special rights should be gradually taken away so that we can
beconme nore conpetitive and contribute to the devel opnment of this country.
My idea of "One Nation" is where everybody lives conpetitively, with an

equal chance at success. - Fara Dina, 18, civil engineering student
THE "One Nation, W Care" celebration could not have conme at a better
time. | feel that we need to be rem nded of the success Ml aysi a has

enj oyed over the past 45 years.
Sonetimes, people like nme, the so-called younger generation, seemto
t ake everything for granted.



I know that the confortable living ny famly enjoys nowis a result of
the opportunities the Government has created for the raykat.

However, the level of religious tolerance and racial understandi ng we
experi ence today can be inproved.

The Kanpung Medan incident not too | ong ago, where there were cl ashes
bet ween the Mal ays and I ndians, indicate that tolerance only exists at
certain levels of society.

It is an indication that things mght not be all bright and cheery after
all. And while we have overcone that inmedi ate problem shouldn't there be
ot her precautionary neasures taken to ensure that a simlar incident would
never occur again?

Sonetimes, it is the standard of living that affects a certain race.

I ndi ans are some of the poorest people here. Sonetines, it is because of
conpl acency. They need to strive harder and cone up in life. - Tina
Kabi t ha Das, 18, Anerican degree progranme

| GET annoyed when | see a job advertisenent that reads "Chinese only,"
or even "Chi nese-speaking clerk wanted". And | have cone across nany such
ads in departnmental stores and conpl exes, business firns, even banks and
clinics!

Way can't the notice just read. “~derk wanted?

Do you know that in Canada for instance, it's wong even to put up a job
ad that reads "Fenale only"? Both are forns of discrimnation

As for the issue of wanting only Chinese-speaking staff, if you're
inmplying that it's because you need a person who's proficient in Mandarin
or Cantonese and that you have many Chinese clients, don't you think both
t he managenent and custoner should know at | east conversati onal Bahasa
Mel ayu?

How | ong have we been living in Malaysia for God' s sake?

| also feel that the distribution of wealth is still very uneven, which
was why the New Economic Policy was set up in the first place bb to
rectify this problem

Qoviously, the Chinese are still a lot nore economcally well off than
any other race in Ml aysia.

On the other side of the coin, the NEP has nade a | ot of non-Bum puteras
unhappy. Actually, we also have Bum puteras who are unhappy with this
devel opnent.

Some say the NEP has hel ped the wong set of Bums - the well off - to
get richer, and the ones who really need hel p have been sidelined.

Can you i magi ne how a Chinese or Indian student feels when he or she
obtains better results but a Malay with poor results secures a place at
the university instead.

Then the Chinese and Indian would have to apply to study in Form Six
which is nore difficult or privately, which would be extrenely expensive.

O course there would be a neasure of bitterness here. And do you think
this feeling would go away so easily?

It's really not easy to manage a multiracial, plural society |like ours.
Qur | eaders may nean well when they try to nanage this country but
inevitably one group will feel left out of this equation

Sadly, the NEP has accentuated this. But at the same tinme, we al so know
that the Chinese econony in this country is the nost successful

W nust recogni se the good intentions of the Government and that it
can't please everyone. Also, | guess, each group has a right to quibble
about sonething that they feel is unjust.

Maybe, the only way to renmedy this is for all Ml aysians to becone nore
tol erant of each other, and respect one another. - Farhana Noor Abdu
Ham d, 21, a bio-nedical science student.

Mal ays shoul d start bucking up and not just take things for granted or



rely on the Governnent's assistance all the tine.

I think nost Chinese are naturally hardworking and because of the
current situation and quotas, they have become even nore hardworki ng. Good
for them

As for the Ml ays? They just need to work harder. Spoon-feeding is no
good for anyone.

To truly be called One Nation, we need to resolve all these probl ens.

It won't harmthe Malays to also learn Mandarin and Taml. W live in a
mul tiracial society. Wiy should only the Chinese and | ndians be made to
| earn Bahasa Mel ayu? Mal ays should al so | earn their |anguages.

It may be difficult initially but it would only work to our advantage if
we knew nore | anguages. It would help us forge closer ties with each
ot her.

Al so, | ook at the Chinese in China, many are now i nporting English
| ecturers and teachers to learn the | anguage. China is expected to becone
t he new bi ggest world econony in a few years' tine, replacing the US

Shoul dn't all Ml aysians be ready for this?

Al so, | have never believed in national-type schools. | think they
encour age segregati on behind cl osed doors. The same goes for boardi ng
schools with nostly Malays. How will they interact well with the other
races when they go out into the world? O course they will nove around
with their own kind! - Faaiz Mohd Pauzi, 22, self enpl oyed.

"MY understanding of "One Nation" is that every Ml aysian is treated
equal Iy, has equal rights and enjoys a simlar lifestyle. One nation
means you will not be judged by your colour, race or religion

This will then lead to an equal platformfor everybody to stand on, a
pl atf orm where weal th and know edge can be divided equally. - Nichol as
Kok, 20, mass conmuni cations student

HOWNV do we get to achieve One Nation status? Firstly, Ml aysians need to
start being nicer to one another. | hate it when | see people being extra
nice to foreigners but are extrenely rude to |ocals.

W& need to be genuinely nice to each other. And | believe in the
"Ml aysi a Bol eh" tagline. Just | ook at the way we survived the financial
crisis when the rest of Asia crunbled. That was the true Mal aysian spirit.
- Tan Zin Hoe, 18, Anerican degree progranme

THE "One Nation" | believe in is when there is an equal standard for al
Mal aysi ans, a graft-free admnistration and a really stable political
scenario. W have to develop in every sense, not just with nega projects
and maj or hi ghways but also individually. - Rishi Menon, 18, American
degree programe

MALAYSI A, today, is like a large roll of popiah. It's all nicely rolled-
up and packaged but you only know the real taste once you tried the thing.
VWhat | amgetting at is, on the surface everything seens fine and dandy
but on the inside, sonething else may be brew ng.

People in this country seemto love to talk. The only problemis nothing
is done openly, so there is dissatisfaction. - Andrew Lee, 18, American
degree programe

* The One Nation, W Care celebration will be held tonorrow at the Bukit
Jalil National Stadiumat 6pm Entrance is free. Top local artistes wll
be performing live and there will also be a grand |ucky draw, where prizes
i ncl ude a Perdana V6 and a condom ni um
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