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S' pore-Tal ks
LET' S CONTI NUE TO TALK, SAYS S' PORE

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPCORE, Cct 31 (Bernanm) -- Singapore believes there is scope for
di scussions on the water i ssue with Ml aysia, but says it nust be on the
basis of reciprocity and with the objective of having a nutual |l y benefi ci al
pact .

"So long as it is possible to continue the talks, | think ny position
woul d be that let's continue to talk. | don't think we have reached t he
position that Singapore should take the approach of not tal king," said
Foreign M nister S. Jayakumar in response to suppl ementary questions in
Parlianment today.

"For exanpl e, take the situation we had when (Ml aysi an) PM (Dat uk Seri
Dr) Mahathir (Mohanad)'s letter cane on unilaterally discontinuing the
package

"We coul d have decided, well, in that case, we do not go to Johor
Baharu. But in good faith, we showed that we are reasonabl e and went to
Johor Baharu to di scuss both aspects of the water issue," said the
m ni ster.

"Al t hough they (Ml aysia) say that we have been unreasonabl e and we
have been del aying, fromthe facts that | have unfol ded today, | think
shoul d make it clear to everyone that we have gone the extra nile, we have
tried to acconmodate their concerns, but they are the ones who keep
changi ng t he goal posts, keep changi ng t he paraneters.

"The package - didn't include bridge, thenit is included, thenit is
out, then never included rawwater, then price revisionin, then water is
out, and even when it is out, it is only price revision, and future water
di scussed only after sone of us or nobst of us are dead. So...there is scope
for discussions."

To anot her question, Jayakumar said the water negotiations or the
package negotiations were only one of the facets of Singapore's overal
relations with Malaysia. "It is not the sumtotal of our relationship wth
Mal aysi a. "

"As Deputy Prime Mnister Lee Hsien Loong said the other day, we will
persevere and try to get our di scussion going but if we cannot agree, it
does not mean that it is the end of the relationship. Wat is the prospect
of resolving this? It is very difficult to say.

"I have stated Singapore's readi ness to continue. As Foreign M nister
like all foreign mnisters, one has to be optimstic, whatever the
obstacles and hurdles, and | will persevere as best as we can.

"But, it must be on a certain basis. It nust be on the basis of
reciprocity; it must be on the basis of nutual benefit. And, it cannot be
on the basis of one side's approach to the negotiations," said Jayakumar.

Si ngapore now buys raw water from Ml aysia at three sen per 1,000
gal | ons under two agreenents signed in 1961 and 1962, which expire in 2011
and 2061 respectively.
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