30 MAY 2002
Cuepacs- Sal ary
LI GHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL FOR Cl VI L SERVANTS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 30 (Bername) -- Cuepacs, which had its fourth and
final neeting with the Public Service Department (PSD) today on the New
Renunerati on Schene (NRS), is confident that the salary systemw || be
fined tuned by the governnent to suit the one mllion civil servants in the
country.

"The feedback we have received fromthe PSDis very positive and now it
is up to the governnent to nake its decision on the salary scheme. As far
as we are concerned our mission is conpleted, nowit's for the governnent
to settle the problem" Cuepacs president Datuk N. Siva Subramani am sai d.

He said the 90-minute neeting with PSD of ficers at Putrajaya was the
| ast representation nade by the civil sector unbrella union body over the
NRS.

"W are confident that the governnment woul d be synpathetic towards
civil sector workers...they have not given a deadline on when changes, if
any, would take place," he told reporters at the Cuepacs headquarters,
her e.

He said that while the unbrella union was fighting for the wel fare of
the nearly one nmillion public servants in the country, it should also take
into consideration the government's concern |ike the financial strain of a
new sal ary scale, if any were to be introduced

The NRS was introduced in 1992 but after a few years showed severa
weaknesses including unfair salary increanent and bi ased pronoti ons.

Cuepacs had been urging the governnment to fine-tune or revanp the
scheme, saying that the schene had been unfair to civil servants since it
was t he heads of department who deci ded on pronotions or a salary
i ncrenent.

Late last year Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad directed
the PSD to | ook into the grouses of Cuepacs, which led to the neetings
bet ween the two parties.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the Finance Mnister, had also said that if
the schene were to be scrapped and replaced with a new salary and pronotion
scheme for civil servants, it would cost the country's taxpayers RML
billion.

"W were told today that our proposals have been given due
consi deration. Now the PSD will submt a conprehensive proposal to the
prime mnister and only then will we knowif the schenme will be continued
to revanped, " Siva Subranani am sai d

He said the NRS hax weaknesses in the inplenentation of the matrix
system eval uation of perfornmance and the vertical and horizontal salary
scal e.

He sai d Cuepacs, as a responsible unbrella union, would not pressure
the government on the matter as it did not want to be seen as a pressure
group.

"Wth the neeting today, we hope the government and the prinme mnister
will come to the assistance of civil servants in sorting out this nmatter,"
he sai d.
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