23 OCT 2002
Chong- Engl i sh
LDP NOT JO NI NG FURTHER DI SCUSSI ONS ON ENGLI SH | SSUE, SAYS CHONG

KOTA KI NABALU, Cct 23 (Bernanmm) -- The Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP)
will not be involved in further discussion anong t he Chi nese-based
component parties of the Barisan Nasional (BN) on the governnment's proposal
to teach Science and Mathmatics in English in primary schools next year.

Its president, Datuk Chong Kah Kiat, said today that the LDP, a
Chi nese-based party, had decided to | eave the matter to the wi sdomof the
federal cabinet and as such, it was no | onger necessary for the party to be
i nvol ved further in the discussion.

"W have nmamde our stand very clear...to leave it to the federal
cabinet," the Chief Mnister told reporters after chairing the state
cabi net neeting here.

Chong, who is al so the Sabah BN chai rman, was asked to coment on the
out corme of the BN suprene council neeting chaired by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yesterday in which the BN conponent parties had
reached a consensus on the issue.

The Chi nese-based conponent parties had, however, asked for a week to
di scuss the proposal anobng thensel ves and to cone up with the best approach
toinplenent it in the Chinese schools.

Chong said: "W won't be joining the discussion...we have never joined
t he neeting anyway. W have conveyed the party's stand that we leave it to
t he Cabinet and we will respect its decision."
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